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 I have spent the 
last four years on the Mer-

ciette staff, two as a staff 

member and two as edi-
tor. As I reflect back on 

my time at Mercy, and 
think about the activities I 

have been a part of, one 
comes to my mind as my 

favorite, Merciette.  

 Merciette is not a 
club that meets every day, 

or every month, or really 
ever, but it has had a 

huge impact on my high 

school experience. It has 
given me a medium to 

express my thoughts, and 
to share my words with 

the entire school. It has 
helped me to grow as a 

writer, and often times it 

has challenged me. Mer-
ciette has given me the 

opportunity to work with 
girls from all grades, and 

to learn from them and 
their writing skills.  

 To keep this short 

and sweet, I want to 
thank Mrs. Weld for her 

guidance and understand-
ing, and the opportunity 

to be editor for the past 
two years. I also want to 

thank my amazing co-

editor Hannah Luterek for 
her skill and eloquence. 

Finally, I want to thank 
the entire Merciette staff 

for taking the time out of 

their busy lives to be a 
part of something truly 

special.  
 I will miss being 

the editor of Merciette, 
but I am beyond grateful 

to have had the opportu-

nity to be a part of this 
club. 

Good luck to 
Molly and  
Hannah!  

Thank you for 
your years of 
service to the 

Merciette!  

 It’s the time of 
year where reviews 

classes start and finals are 

just around the corner. 
We often want to pull out 

our hair at the amount 
work we have to do. To 

try and ease some of this 

stress: 
1. Organized your assign-

ments and start with the 
one that is due either the 

next day or the one you 
know will take the least 

amount of time. It’s better 

to get small things out of 
the way so you can focus 

fully on the longer assign-
ments. 

2. Take regular breaks. 

3. Make yourself comfort-
able. Throw on your 

comfy clothes or wrap 
yourself in a blanket. 

4. DO NOT fall asleep BE-
FORE doing homework or 

studying. When you wake 

up, you’ll probably be less 
motivated to even start. 

Study STRESS FREE         by Kate Marabella 
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Ice Cream Around Western New York           by Hannah Luterek 

 Summertime brings sev-
eral sweet things to the Buffalo 

area, but nothing is sweeter than 

the taste of ice cream on a hot 
summer day. Personally, I’m an 

ice cream fanatic (and I also 
happen to work in the ice cream 

business), so I’ve gathered a few 
spots that offer some of the best 

ice cream in Buffalo. 

1. Kone King, 865 Center 
Road, West Seneca, NY - 

Kone King is one of the best 
when it comes to soft serve ice 

cream. With rotating specialty 

flavors, a wide array of sundaes 
and milkshakes, and several dif-

ferent toppings, there’s no way 
you won’t find something you 

like. You cannot go wrong with 
Kone King’s ice cream; there’s a 

reason it has been so successful 

since its opening in 1976. 
2. Fran-Ceil Custard, 3411 

South Park Avenue, Blasdell, 
NY - Another Western New York 

classic, Fran-Ceil has been a 

popular spot for fami-
lies for decades. They 

serve both custard and 

Perry’s hard ice cream, 
along with an extended 

menu of milkshakes, 
slushies, sundaes, and 

arctic swirls (like a 
Dairy Queen blizzard). 

Open until 11 pm every 

night, Fran-Ceil is the 
perfect place to satisfy 

any late-night ice 
cream craving. 

3. Route 20 Ice 

Cream, 2783 South-
western Boulevard, 

Orchard Park, NY - 
The nostalgic vibe at 

Route 20 accompanies 
their never-ending 

menu perfectly. With a 

new section of seating 
in a renovated caboose 

train, customers are 
welcome to stay awhile 

and enjoy any of their 

sundaes, shakes, or my personal fa-
vorite, vanilla soft serve with blue 

raspberry dip. Route 20 offers some-

thing for everyone, and its cute setup 
adds to the incredible summer atmos-

phere. 
4. PJ Cool’s Ice Cream Shoppe, 

6160 Transit Road, Depew, NY - 
PJ Cool’s is a brand new ice cream 

shop that offers both indoor and out-

door seating, so weather is no issue 
when stopping by. Since they are so 

new (opened in April 2016), they are 
constantly adding and experimenting 

with new soft serve flavors, dips, and 

sundaes. The interior decor will no 
doubt put you in a happy mood be-

fore you even get your ice cream; PJ 
Cool’s definitely lives up to its name. 

 Although eating healthy is still 
definitely important, treating yourself 

every now and then is equally crucial. 

Any of these places are perfect for 
indulging a little and enjoying the 

summer season. Make it a point to 
eat a cone or two this summer, you’ll 

be more than happy you decided to! 

Kennelly, Brigid Keane, McKenzie Cer-
rone and Keri Kostek. There were also 

several modern interpretations of tra-

ditional Shakespeare pieces, such as a 
modern take on the fight scene where 

Tybalt dies from Romeo and Juliet, 
several modern twists on Hamlet’s 

“To Be or Not to Be” speech, and the 
balcony scene from Romeo and Juliet 
with a southern twist. 

        After the literary 
presentations, everyone 

could participate in games 
and win prizes. There was 

“Pin the Feather on the 

Bard,” “Build a Globe 
Theater,” and “Take a 

Selfie with Shakespeare,” 
among others. There was 

 William Shakespeare was 
born and died on April 23rd, so in 

order to celebrate this monumental 

day, as well as the 400th anniversary 
of his death, Mrs. Weld’s AP Literature 

Class, in perhaps the most entertain-
ing final project of all time, threw a 

birthday party with the entire school 
in attendance. The party began with a 

presentation on Shakespeare’s life, 

put on by the hosts of the event, 
Megan Miller and Emma Alvarado, 

who provided comic relief throughout 
the assembly, and the emcee, Molly 

Dedloff, who acted as Shakespeare. 

Following this, there were many liter-
ary presentations done by the English 

class, including a reenactment of the 
death scene from Hamlet by Tara 

also a door prize with a DVD of 
Gnomeo and Juliet and some snacks 

to make a nice movie night, and that 

was won by Arielle Brown. Most im-
portantly for a birthday party, there 

was also cake in honor of Shake-
speare. Overall, everyone had a great 

time, and Mrs. Weld and her AP Lit-
erature Class did a great job! 

Happy Birthday, William Shakespeare!        By Molly Dedloff 
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study groups can be a good idea; re-
viewing with friends can make it eas-

ier. Do not forget to reward yourself! 

Every time you finish one subject, get 
yourself some food or watch one epi-

sode of a show you like. Most impor-
tantly, do not overwork yourself or 

procrastinate! I know Netflix is way 
more fun than studying, but waiting 

until the last minute will not work; I 

know from experience. Honestly, do 
not stress out too much! Finals time 

can be a lot of work but as long as 
you remember these tips, it can be a 

lot easier. 

 
Dear Catherine, 
Lately, I have had a hard time falling 
asleep. I usually cannot fall asleep 
super early, but lately it has gotten 
worse. Is there anything I can do to 
help fall asleep or get better sleep?  

-Tired Girl 

Dear Catherine, 
So finals are coming 
up and I am starting 
to get nervous. Tests 
can make me nerv-
ous, and I feel like 
I’m not studying the 
right way. Is there 
anything you can 
recommend to help alleviate the 
stress this time of year brings?  

-Worried Student 
 
Dear Worried Student, 

Trust me, we are all feeling the pres-

sure that the end of the year brings! 
You are definitely not alone. To help 

review for your tests, make sure to 
talk to your teachers. A lot of teach-

ers have review sessions to help stu-
dents during this time of year. Teach-

ers understand how hard it can be to 

review and are willing to help. Also, 

 
Dear Tired Girl, 

During this time of year, the stress 

can get to everyone. That may be 
why you are having a hard time fal-

ling asleep. Make sure you don’t use 
your electronic devices too much be-

fore sleeping. An hour before you go 
to bed, make sure not to be on your 

phone or laptop; using electronics can 

actually wake you up and make it 
harder to fall asleep. Listening to mu-

sic can also help. Sometimes, I like to 
play a soundtrack of rain which can 

calm me down. Exercising before bed 

could also get you tired and help you 
sleep. A nice hot shower can help 

relax you too. If your sleep problems 
do not go away, go see a doctor to 

make sure everything is okay. Sleep 
well! 

With summer right around 
the corner, and the school year com-

ing to an end, some students may 

find it hard to do activi-
ties in the summer other 

than going to the mall or 
seeing a movie. In and 

around Buffalo, there 
are a lot of fun things to 

do, you just need to 

know where to find 
them. 

 Every August, the Erie County 
Fair is held in Hamburg. From shop-

ping to riding the carnival rides and 

playing games, the Erie County Fair 
has something fun for everyone! Al-

though the Erie County Fair may be 
one of the largest in the area, there 

are still other fairs and festivals that 
are just as fun. Allentown Art festival 

on Delaware Avenue  takes place dur-

ing June for two days. People from all 
over the world come to sell and show 

their works of art and crafts to the 
public. 

Coca-Cola field, a baseball 
park in downtown Buffalo is home to 

the Buffalo Bisons. The Buffalo Bisons 

play from April to September 
and always have an event or 

promotion during  their 
games. Even if sports are not 

appealing to some, the base-
ball games are a nice way to 

spend a night, have fun with 

friends, and see the Friday 
night fireworks! 

Buffalo isn't just home to the 
Bisons, but to chicken wings too! 

 Also held at Coca-Cola field is the 

National Buffalo Wing Festival. Res-
taurants from all over the world visit 

the wing festival to make chicken 
wings that vary from mild to suicidal. 

Other than just trying chicken wings, 
the wing festival has multiple con-

tests, live music and entertainment. 

         There are a lot of places to go 
for a walk or get some exercise. 

Other than the obvious Niagara Falls, 
there are hiking trails and other na-

ture places you can enjoy within an 
hour distance. Hiking at Zoar Valley is 

free, an unforgettable experience and 

every way you look, a beautiful scen-
ery. 

If you are a student looking 
to get your service hours done, or 

just looking for something to fill your 
schedule, Camp Mercy is a perfect 

way to stay busy and get the required 

service completed  in the summer. 
Usually held in July, Camp Mercy is a 

one week camp where girls come to 
participate in activities and  have the 

opportunity to meet both Mercy stu-

dents and  campers their own age. 
 As a counselor, you will be assigned 

campers, take them on field trips, 
participate in activities, and just have 

fun! 
There are a lot of ways to 

stay busy this summer. Baseball 

games, festivals, nature walks, and 
 camps, are just a few out of the 

many things Buffalo has to offer for 
this upcoming season. 

Staying Busy in the Summer                   by Megan Michalski 

Dear Catherine 
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Recipe Corner          
by Nora Galley 
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Political Cartoons                             by Ms. Welch’s Students 

Double Chocolate 
Cookies 

 
Ingredients: 

 2 and 1/4 cups of flour 

 1/2 cup of cocoa 

 1 tsp of baking soda 

 1/2 tsp of salt 

 2 sticks of butter 

 1 cup packed brown sugar 

 3/4 cup of sugar 

 1 tsp of vanilla 

 2 large eggs 

 1 bag of chocolate chips 

 
Directions: 

1. Mix all ingredients together 
2. Scoop onto a baking sheet. 

3. Bake at 375 for 8-10 minutes 

4. Enjoy! 
Page 4 


