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Senior Class Trip
The Senior Class trip to
Chicago took place October 12October 15 and turned out to be
a fun and busy trip. The seniors
and 5 chaperones woke up bright
and early Sunday morning to
head to the airport for our flight
that left around 6:45am. Once in
Chicago, we went to Church,
bought some food for our
rooms, and headed to the hotel.
By this time, we were all super
tired, but we knew we had a long
day ahead of us and our excitement kept us awake. We spent a
few hours shopping and exploring the city. It’s definitely similar
to New York City, just with a lot
less traffic. The dinner cruise
started at 7:00 and took us
around the bay. From the top
deck, we were able to see the city
skyline lit up. It was so pretty!
There was also a dance floor on
the boat that we all enjoyed!
When we got back to our hotel
room, we were all exhausted
from the long day of traveling. I
was happy to be back at the ho-

by Samantha Makowski
tel to get some sleep!
Monday and Tuesday
were also eventful days. We
headed to Six Flags and then to
the Outlet Mall to shop. The
park was nice, but we left just in
time as the rain started.. We
were all excited to get to shop
for the next couple of hours.
There were a lot of stores we
don’t have around here, so it
was nice to be able to get things
we typically couldn’t get at
home.
Tuesday we headed
out to the Shedd Aquarium,
which had a lot to see in such a
short time! It was a lot of fun
and was definitely a good stop
to make. (Some girls even saw
Raven Symoné!) Afterwards,
we headed to the Millennium
Park to see the famous “Cloud
Gate” or “Bean,” as we all
called it. We then went to Skydeck Chicago and looked down
at the city (103 floors up!).
Even though it was foggy, it
was worth it. Even another

Open House
On Wednesday and Thursday,
October 8th and 9th, many young girls had
the opportunity to come take a tour
around Mount Mercy Academy. These
ladies were either in seventh or eighth
grade, deciding if Mercy was the school
for them. Many girls already shadowed
students and had wonderful, optimistic
compliments. They were so excited to
take a tour and find out more about the
Academy itself.
The girls that came on either of
the days had come from a variety of

rainstorm couldn’t stop us, and
we ended the day shopping along
the Magnificent Mile! Again,
there were so many stores we
don’t have in Buffalo, so we
were all excited to venture
through the city.
Wednesday was our last
day in Chicago, and we were all
pretty tired. We spent our last
few hours in the city at the Lincoln Park Zoo. It was rainy
again, but it was nice to have a
little while longer in the city we
fell in love with! After the zoo,
we got back on the bus and
headed to the airport. We were
all sad to leave, but it was nice
knowing we were going to be
back in our own homes with our
families (and pets, too)! The Senior Class trip brought our class
together on an adventure that
had lots of laughs and created
lots of memories. We had a
great time and are so thankful to
everyone who helped put together a great trip!

by Grace Ippolito
schools including Notre Dame Academy, Saint John Vianney, Queen of
Heaven, Discovery, and others. All faculty, staff members, and students were
very polite and welcomed the girls into
their possible future high school. Some
came knowing a lot of the girls, while
others came knowing a few girls or even
no one at all, which was completely fine.
Many of the parents loved the
Open House and were so excited to
catch up with their past teachers and old
high school friends. Everybody involved

with open house had a big smile on their
face, which was very welcoming to the
incoming
freshmen
for the
2015-2016
school
year.

Art Happenings
If you have ever walked down
the main hallway of Mount Mercy, it is
apparent that we have a thriving art program. Student work decorates the walls
and glass cabinets throughout the year and
with the new school year comes new artwork. Pieces from all grades were exhibited in MMA's first art show of the year,
which took place the afternoon of
Wednesday, October 1st. The efforts of
our two art teachers, Ms. Welch and Mrs.
Licata, and the hard work of the students
is greatly appreciated by all...the school
would be a less beautiful place without
them.
Art Club has also started up
again and is always looking for new members! The club meets every Thursday and
it's a great time to try something- you can
work on anything from a pottery wheel to
making jewelry. No past experience is
necessary and the best part is…there's
food! (If you want people to attend an
event at Mercy, simply entice them with

by Abby Teibel
food and they will come.) So come visit
Room 12 next Thursday to have fun and
create something for yourself or someone
else- how about a personalized ceramic
sculpture as a gift for a friend or family
member?
There are opportunities for those
students who are more serious about art as
well. Girls who take the Art III Portfolio
class have the freedom to create whatever
projects they have an interest in throughout
the year to build a collection of work that
highlights their strengths and versatility. On
October 16 they had the chance to visit Villa
Maria College for a Portfolio Day. The event
was sponsored by Villa, with eleven other
colleges represented by professors who
came to review students' work and offer
advice on their artwork.
The Portfolio Day was mainly
geared toward students who have an interest
in pursuing art in college, for a portfolio is
often required as part of the application
process for anyone interested in art or de-

Confessions of a Senior

Welcome to
MMA,
Brooke Hackbarth!

With my final year in
full swing, so many thoughts are
running through my mind. Everyday I am reminded of the advice we were given as freshmen
like “don’t take your time here
for granted” or “four years really
do fly by.” The truth is, you’ll
never really understand how
thankful you are for something
until it’s coming to an end. My
four years here at Mercy are no
exception.
I’m fairly sure all of our

sign.
I was in attendance and found the experience to be very rewarding. Since I would
like to study design, my portfolio is a critical part of my application and any feedback I can get is invaluable. Luckily, they
didn't say anything too horrible- they all
seemed to be full of positive advice for
the nearly one hundred high school students that were present. It was slightly
nerve-racking to stand in front of professors and talk about my own artwork. It's
rare for anyone not to feel a little anxiety
in front of an audience, no matter what
the size is, but as one of the professors
from Buff State told me, only by being
uncomfortable can one improve. I think
this advice can benefit not only those applying for art and not only those applying
to college, but all of us, and should be
remembered during this school year and
beyond.
by Tierney McGilvray

seniors have those sentimental
thoughts here and there. But we
aren’t really given enough time to
appreciate our high school experiences when we’re always being questioned about college.
This fall is an important time.
Yes, college applications are here,
but so are our last fall sports seasons, our last homecoming
dances, and our last “first” semesters of high school.
To all of my fellow seniors: take the time to make good

memories, leave the stress of
school at school, and finish your
college applications piece by
piece with time left over to enjoy
the moment and appreciate your
final year. (Our trip to Chicago
was one of the best Mercy
memories I’ve made thus far).
Finally, to those of you who are
always wondering about our college plans: ask us about our final
year in high school- we aren’t
quite college freshmen yet!

Junior Jabber: Interview with New Junior, Brooke Hackbrath
by Molly Dedloff
Molly: What's your name?
Brooke: Brooke Hackbarth
M: And you're a junior right?
B: Yes.
M: What school did you attend prior to
transferring to Mercy this year?
B: I went to Frontier Central High
School.
M: What made you come to Mercy?
B: I wanted a different environment,
one where I could focus more on my

future and on getting prepared for
college.
M: Do you like attending Mercy?
B: Yes, it's okay, it's very different.
The people are especially different.
M: What are you most excited about
for this school year?
B: I am really excited for prom.
M: Have you made a lot of new
friends?
B: Yes, everyone's been really welcoming.

M: Was it nerve wracking to come
here?
B: Yes, I was super nervous on my first
day.
M: Do you like your classes?
B: Mostly, my favorite class is US History.
M: What are your interests?
B: I love art, music, drawing, and anything creative and artistic. I also used to
play soccer.

Sophomores Speak: New Sophomore, Erin Fahey
By Sheryl Little
This year, the Sophomore Class received a new student. Her name is Erin Fahey.
I asked Erin about how she
likes Mt. Mount Mercy so far
and how it compares to Frontier, her former school.
The first question I
asked her was whether or not it
was hard coming to a new
school in her sophomore year.
She said, "It was challenging
coming to a new school when
you don't really know anyone
but it was a character building
experience, forcing me to make

friends. It was also hard to
leave some of my friends from
Frontier."
How does Mercy compare to Frontier? "Both Mercy
and Frontier are great schools
but there is a big difference
capacity wise. There aren’t any
boys and there are uniforms.
Also the schedule is quite a bit
different."
Was it hard to make
friends at Mercy? “No it wasn’t
hard to make friends because
everyone was really welcoming,
nice, and accepted me with

Freshmen Feelings
On our first day of
high school, we were terrified
based off of what our middle
school teachers had told us.
They made it seem like high
school was an intimidating
place where you get piles upon
piles of homework, when in
reality it isn’t like that at all.
Obviously on your first day you
feel like you’re blindsided going
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open arms.”
What do you like
about Mercy? “Mercy is a really
nice school with a loving environment.”
What are your favorite
classes? “My favorite classes
would be lunch and English.”
What do you like
about English? “ Mrs. Cullinan
is amazing and one of my favorite teachers. I just think that
she is really nice and cool.”

Welcome to MMA,
Erin Fahey!

by Maddie Gokey and Emily Burns

in. We pictured a scene from a
movie of a crowded hallway
with pushing and shoving, but
when we got there it wasn’t like
that AT ALL. Sure we got lost a
couple of times but by the second week we had gotten the
hang of it. As for the amount of
homework, it’s pretty much the
same as middle school. The
only big difference of high

“The only big
school is the independence they
give you.
Even though we’ve
managed to wipe out in front of
everybody during lunch, and
have all of our books drop as
we’re passing through a study
hall, we are figuring out this
thing called high school.
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difference of high
school is the

independence
they give you.”

Fall Sports
It was an exciting fall
sports season at Mount Mercy
Academy. All of the athletes,
through great dedication to
their sport, have proudly represented their school. Let’s take a
closer look into the accomplishments of our sports teams this
season!
The Cross Country
team members included Emily
Blidy, Alison Marabella, Hellen
Modi, Yamilet Montanez, and
Jessica Teibel. Their record is
0W-3L, but they still have a
more meets to give it their all.
“We need to run faster, and
have a little more endurance,”
Yamilet told me during an interview. After a couple more
practices, I’d watch out for the
MMA Cross Country team!
In the world of Soccer,
the JV and Varsity teams’ seasons are coming to a close. The
JV team has had a tough season, with injuries left and right,
but they were still a formidable
force! Their record is 1W-5L in
the league. “It’s been fun year
and I’ve made a lot of friends,”
said J.V. forward Sophie Robinson. Goalie Shea Warren added,
“We need to make better
passes, but after that we’ll be

by Phoebe Palmisano
fine.” The J.V. roster includes:
Julie Acosta, Julia Ahr, Arielle
Brown, Emily Gall, Molly Griffin, Abigail Hillary, Brigid
Lempko, Sheryl Little, Chloe
Manikowski, Marissa May, Angelica Miller, Grace O'Neil,
Phoebe Palmisano, Sophia
Robinson, and Shea Warren
The Varsity Soccer
team’s overall record is 6W-6L,
and they will be participating in
playoff competitions. They
have a lot of heart, and will do
well in the future games. Varsity
roster includes: Anna Allman,
Olivia Balys, Anne Bamrick,
Emily Benes, Anna Campbell,
Stephanie Evaniak, Emily Gawlak, Kaitlyn Griffin, Courtney
Kaczor, Brigid Keane, Brittany
Kempf, Abigail Krug, Haley
O'Donnell, Madeline O'Neil,
Sarah O'Shei, Caeley Robinson,
Emily Sheehan, Alyssa Siracuse,
Madeline Stoklosa, and Erin
Webster.
MMA Volleyball teams
have also competed valiantly
this season! The Varsity team
record is 3W-8L, and the J.V.s’
record is 4W-7L. Both teams
have a couple games left, so
let’s cheer them on! Let’s go

Mercy Magic! JV roster includes: Tina Arroyo, Mallory
Ashe, Mary Bala, Claire
Hildebrand, Annaliesse Hirsch,
Beth Hughes, Emily
Lewandowski, Lindsey Martello, Elizabeth Pantano, Robyn
Seibert ,and Paige Seibold. Varsity Roster includes: Anna
Anderson, Margaret Deadloff ,
Alyssa Derwin , Lauren Derwin, Emily Diebold, Erin
Donovan, Clare McKeone,
Louise Koessler, Shannon
Nichols, Morgan O'Connor,
Morgan Steele, and Sarah Zulawski.
The Mount Mercy
Golf team has a record of 4W6L. They have had a successful
season, and have done a great
job. The team roster includes
Olivia Andriaccio, Kate Haettich, Diana Henshaw, Anna
Kraus, Jena Mattina-Chmiel,
Mara McCormick, Lauren Muscato, Catherine Radwan , Sara
Riso, Emmaline Robinson, and
Melissa Shaw.
It has been a busy and
fun fall sports season for
Mount Mercy Academy!

Current Events: The Ebola Virus
By Nora Galley
I'm sure you have all
heard of the Ebola virus currently spreading throughout the
world from Western Africa.
Though we all know the disease
by name, not everyone is very
familiar with the cause, symptoms and discovery. The first
case of Ebola Virus Disease
(also known as EVD) was
found in Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo,
near the Ebola river in 1972.
The current outbreak
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began in March of 2014. The
disease is spread through body
fluids, through both humans
and animals. After a patient
comes into contact with the
disease, symptoms can take 2 to
22 days to appear. Symptoms
include vomiting, diarrhea, rash,
red eyes, chest pain, cough,
stomach pain, weight loss and
bleeding. The nurse from Dallas, who was the first person to
contract the disease in the
United States is currently being

treated with a blood transfusion
of the antibodies of the first
U.S. patient with the disease,
who is now cured.
Though the disease is
not a large threat in the Buffalo
area, we should be cautious,
and wash our hands or use
hand sanitizer, and be sure to
report possible Ebola virus disease symptoms to a
doctor or
nurse.
Merciette

Movie Review: The Maze Runner
By Colleen Finn

The Maze Runner is a film adaption of the novel written by James Dashner. The book became very popular very
quickly, causing the film to be highly
anticipated by many of the book’s hardcore fans. While I did not read the book
myself, I will say that I was very pleased
with the movie.
I thought the movie had a very

interesting and unique concept. I also liked
that it had a lot of action and drama. You
were constantly on the edge of your seat,
wondering what was going to happen next.
It was really unpredictable and came with
plenty of surprises. After a series of tense
and shocking scenes, the movie had a surprising conclusion, followed by everyone’s
favorite kind of ending; a cliffhanger. I left
the theater feeling excited to see the second
movie, even though we have to wait another year for it.
What I really liked about this
movie were the characters. I thought that it
had the perfect amount of characters that
were relatively easy to keep up with. Most

of the characters also seemed very likable
and friendly, which I felt helped the audience connect to them and feel empathetic
towards them. I also thought that the actors,
including Dylan O’Brien, Kaya Scodelario,
Will Poulter, and Thomas Sangster were well
suited for the characters they played. They
all did an amazing job at portraying the different characters’ personalities.
I would recommend this movie for
teenagers and young adults. I would also
recommend it for people who enjoy science
fiction and action movies. If you enjoyed The
Hunger Games or Divergent, you would definitely love The Maze Runner.

Music Review
The first artist I took a look at
(after being recommended by a friend) is
a rapper named Jake Miller. Jake Miller
started off where a lot of artists seem to
start these days, on YouTube. After being found on YouTube and winning a
contest that gave him a large amount of
money, he was finally able to start opening for other famous rappers. Jake Miller
first began to open for other artists in
2011 and he is now beginning to grow as
more and more people realize his talent.
His songs range from powerful, motivational songs, to love songs, to songs you
can connect to; however, all of his songs
can put you in a good mood instantly!
Jake Miller is not your typical rapper; he
puts meaning into his songs while still
keeping the songs upbeat. I strongly recommend listening to Jake Miller. He is
definitely going to go far!

by Shea Halpenny
For my next review, I chose a
band called Echosmith. Echosmith is a
very talented band most famous for their
song “Cool Kids.” Echosmith is an indiepop band that formed in 2009 and was
signed in 2012. The most unique thing
about Echosmith is that all four members
are siblings! This band has been around for
a couple years now but with their release of
“Cool Kids” people are finally taking notice
of them. This band is very similar to Jake
Miller in the sense that their songs range
from love songs to songs about anything;
yet, also like Jake Miller, their songs usually
make you want to get up and dance. This
band has a very unique sound and I believe
we’ll soon hear about Echosmith
everywhere.
For my last review I chose a
woman who is very new to the music business: Candace Glover. If her name sounds

Recipe
Pumpkin-Shaped
Ice Cream Balls
Ingredients:
1 quart vanilla ice cream and orange sherbet blend, slightly softened
10 to 12 ounces orange candy
coating disks
6 pretzel sticks, halved
Directions:
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familiar it is because she was the winner of
the 12th season of American Idol. Although
she is known by many because of the popular show, she is still unknown by most. I
believe Candace Glover was a great artist to
review because she has such an amazing
voice! Her songs don’t always make you
want to get up and dance but more often
than not you can connect to them on some
level; plus, she can write some really good
love songs. Her songs reach out to people.
And like I said, her voice is absolutely unbelievable! I can’t wait to sit back and watch
Candace climb to the top.

by Yamilet Montanez
1.

2.
3.

Scoop ice cream blend into twelve 2in. balls, about 1/4 cup each. Place
on a waxed paper-lined baking sheet;
freeze until firm.
In a small microwave-safe bowl, melt
candy coating.
Remove one ice cream ball at a time;
coat with melted coating. Insert a
pretzel into the top for a stem. Place
in a freezer container; cover and
freeze. Repeat with remaining ice
cream balls.

Yields: 1 dozen
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Thoughts from the Editor
by Samantha Makowski
I don’t know about
anyone else, but I was definitely
sad to see the summer go by so
fast. Like everything else
though, things come and go
quickly…just as this school year
will. It may be hard to see it
now, but by June we’ll be looking back and asking ourselves
where the time went. So take
advantage of this year. Join a
new club, and make new
friends! Enjoy the time you
have and make memories. It
may be difficult to get through
with the tests, projects and
homework assignments we all
are faced with, but just try your
best to keep organized, stay on
task, and get the job done!

Once you accomplish that, you
can just have fun. We all know
grades are important, but honestly I think a lot of us worry
too much and forget to take a
break once in a while. High
school is about learning AND
creating memories! So this year
try to work hard, but also help
yourself out by not stressing
over the little things! Help
yourself and others to make this
school year count by trying
your best in everything you do,
and having fun along the way!
Good luck!

