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The beginning of a new school year and the season of fall; it has always been my favorite
time of the year. This year we are pleased to announce the start of a major new beginning.
The launching of the Mercy Education System of the Americas started on July 3, 2017. This
system has been in planning for more than five years. The system includes fifty-eight Mercy
education ministries in Argentina, Belize, Guam, Honduras, Jamaica, the Philippines and the
United States.
Mount Mercy Academy is proud to be included in the formation of this empowering new
initiative. Mercy Education System of the Americas will promote, support and advance
our Mercy education ministries in their calling to be grounded in Mercy and Catholic
identity into the future. Most importantly, by linking us with all the other Mercy education
ministries, Mercy Education System of the Americas will broaden educational opportunities
for all of our students.
At a forum convened on March 9, 2017 in Atlanta, leaders from all our Mercy education
ministries, including myself and our Board Chair Kathleen Mehltretter, gathered for the
very first time, expressly to set the stage for this collaboration. Even with a full agenda, many
forum participants made time to express their enthusiasm for the Mercy Education System
of the Americas and the opportunity it presents: the potential to connect across all borders
by sharing the Mercy values and addressing the critical concerns uniting us.
It is important to note that our day-to-day operations will not change, and local
administration and the local Board will remain in place. While all Mercy educators are
united by their dedication to the Mercy charism and the vision of Catherine McAuley, the
time is right to formalize a system that encourages and enables educators to share resources
and best practices as they help their students prepare for an accelerated culture and a truly
global society.
“Give me a lever and a place to stand and I will move the world.” Archimedes
The new Mercy Education System will become our lever. We are part of something bigger
that will give us added support and strength as we navigate our future.
As always we continue to keep you and your families in our prayers.

Board of Trustees

Blessings,

Edward Bratko
Margaret M. Cronin ’78
Sr. Elaine Franz, RSM ’60
Dr. Catherine M. Gogan ’77
Sr. Peggy Gorman, RSM ’60
Mary Clare Keenan ’79
Anthony Kubera

Margaret M. (Peggy) Cronin ’78
President, Mount Mercy Academy

2 Kathleen A. Linhardt, Esq. ’88
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Rozanne Granville Flammer ’66

Dear Mercy Family,

Kathleen Kaczmarek Mehltretter ’72
Suzanne Fox Overdorf ’60
Emily M. Smaldino ’04
Margaret Cuthbert Staszak ’75
John A. Vecchio

On the Cover: The Circle of Mercy is a family tradition!
This passionate and dedicated family has been supporting
Mount Mercy Academy for many years. Pictured are
Molly Lempko ’14, grandmother Sheila Ryan Lempko ’55,
Class of 2017 graduate Brigid Lempko, grandmother Jean
Jordan Canney ’58 and mother of the graduate, Cathleen
Canney Lempko ’84. Truly Mercy Girls for a lifetime!

“It’s difficult trying to move on thinking of all the great times we’ve had together
here at Mercy, but at the same time, it’s also exciting thinking of all the amazing
new memories we will be making elsewhere as we grow older. I’m so grateful
that I have been able to make these memories with such an amazing group of
girls that have all been lights in my life.” – Colleen Finn ’17

Dear Friends,
It’s autumn and the members of our Mount Mercy June
2017 graduating class have all started their first semester
of college, well-prepared and eager to begin an exciting
new phase of their academic career. At the time of their
commencement, our newest graduates exhibited remarkable
academic accomplishments, spiritual growth and social
development, leading them to confidently cross the stage in
possession of an outstanding number of college scholarships,
college acceptances, and college program acceptances. These
exceptional achievements helped Mount Mercy maintain
an academic ranking in the top 10% of all high schools and
districts in Western New York, as published in the June
2017 issue of Business First Magazine. Such excellence has
become repeatedly familiar at Mount
Mercy Academy.
It is undeniable that MMA can truly stake its claim as the
premier all girls’ high school of the Southtowns. There is a
rightful and renewed sense of pride, vitality and strength
at Mount Mercy, where new academic programs, including
Women in the Humanities, STEAM, and our exclusive
and very successful Science Academy continue to allow for
greater student involvement and opportunity. Recently, four
of our Mercy students, after attending a student leadership
conference in Philadelphia with many other Mercy high
school students from across the country, met with me to
present their plan for a school wide fundraiser to help
rebuild a school for girls, originally founded by Sisters of
Mercy in Cameroon, which was destroyed by Boko Haram.
I was immensely impressed with their very professionally
developed proposal, the timeline, plan of action, and the
sincerity with which they imparted their strategy to bring
educational opportunities to underprivileged girls their
age halfway around the world. The beautiful spirit of our
students truly touched my heart, as I clearly sensed their
commitment to implementing the Critical Concerns of the
Sisters of Mercy. Those critical concerns - to practice nonviolence, to deepen our response to racism, to reverence the
Earth, to embrace our particular concern for women, and to
stand in solidarity with immigrants, are woven throughout
the curriculum and regularly acted upon through the
spiritual life of the school. It is gratifying to see our students
embrace these important interests in a small but mighty
manner.
In September, we welcomed another enthusiastic, eager,
special group of young women beginning their academic
journey as freshmen at MMA. What awesome opportunities
lie ahead for them! The benefits of a Mercy education will
prepare them not only for college and career, but for life
beyond. With the encouragement and instruction from
our excellent and knowledgeable faculty, and the ongoing
financial support of our generous champions, donors, and
friends, we will look to another successful year ahead at our
beloved Mount Mercy Academy.
ww w.mt me rc y. o rg
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Yours in Mercy,

Margaret Staszak ’75

Principal, Mount Mercy Academy

Alfred State, SUNY College of Technology
Barry University
Baylor University
Bentley University
Bryant & Stratton College
Buffalo State College, The State University
of New York
Canisius College
Chatham University
Clarkson University
Cleveland State University
Creighton University
Curry College
Daemen College
Nazareth College
Duquesne University
Niagara University
D’Youville College
Notre Dame College, Ohio
Edinboro University
Penn State Erie, The Behrend College
Elmira College
Pennsylvania State University
Erie Community College
Providence College
Fairfield University
Quinnipiac University
Fordham University
Roberts Wesleyan College
Gannon University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Hawaii Pacific University
Roosevelt University
Hilbert College
Siena College
Houghton College
Slippery Rock University
Iona College
St. Bonaventure University
Ithaca College
St. John Fisher College
John Carroll University
St. Joseph’s University
Kent State University
Syracuse University
Kueka College
The College at Brockport, State University
Lake Erie College
of New York
Lebanon Valley College
The College of Saint Rose
LeMoyne College
The State University of New York at Fredonia
Medaille College
The State University of New York at Geneseo
Mercyhurst University
The State University of New York at Morrisville
Mount Holyoke College
The State University of New York at Oswego
The State University of New York at Plattsburgh
The State University of New York at Potsdam
The University of Alabama
Trocaire College
University at Buffalo
University of Akron
University of Arizona
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rochester
Utica College
Villa Maria College
Xavier University

Samantha Budzinski

Class of 2017 Valedictorian
“As our time here at Mercy comes to an
end, we say goodbye to the place that has
been our second home for the past four
years. We say goodbye to our amazing faculty
and staff and we say goodbye to all the friendly
faces we have come to know. However, at the same
time, we have many new opportunities ahead of us
that we will be able to take advantage of because
of everything we have learned here at Mercy, not
only in the classroom but outside the classroom as
well.
Mercy has empowered us to strive for excellence in
all that we do and I know that is something that
this class will take with them as we go out into the
world.”

Colleen Finn

Class of 2017 Salutatorian
“I’d like to thank all of my teachers for
always being so helpful, supportive,
and patient toward myself and all of my
classmates. I also have to thank my friends for
always helping me out, making me laugh, and
being there for me. I have to thank my parents,
who made it possible for me to attend MMA. I
truly appreciate the financial sacrifices you made
for me.
Lastly, I’d like to thank the entire Class of 2017
for being so amazing over the past four years. The
bond we have as a class is so unique and special,
like something I have never seen before. It is
something that I will treasure for the rest of
my life.”

Clare Smokowski
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Class of 2017 Baccalaureate Reflection
“Mount Mercy gave each of us an
opportunity. The opportunity to recognize
who we were at the beginning of our time
at Mercy and discover who we wanted to
become by the end. In my own experience,
I was determined to use the extraordinary gift
of a Mount Mercy education to become the best
version of myself. I sincerely believe that today I
am a transformed person from the young freshman
who first stepped into Mercy four years ago. For
the better, I have changed into a true woman of
Mercy.”

THE CIRCLE

Kathleen Crowley Bamrick ’79 and her daughters, Anne Bamrick ’17
and Mary Bamrick ’14

Thomas sisters! Susan ’15, Class of 2017 graduate Kelly and Laura ’08

OF

MERCY

Mercy family! Emma English ’14, 2017 graduate Jillian English, Margy Shalloe Recktenwald ’75, Ellyn Shalloe and mother of
the graduate Kate Shalloe English ’87

Mercy women! Grandmother of the graduate Kathleen McPartland Dougherty
’59, sister Elizabeth Krug ’12, Class of 2017 graduate Abby Krug, her mom Teresa
Dougherty Krug ’83 and her aunt Patricia McPartland ’53

Cheryl Boyarski Robinson ’78 and
her daughter Emmaline ’17

Koessler Sisters! Claire ’17 and Louise ’16

Class of 2017 graduate Alyssa Siracuse with her Mercy alum aunts,
Deanna Siracuse Jones ’95 and Melissa Siracuse ’92

Julianna Diamond ’15 and her sister,
Lindsay Diamond ’17

2017 graduate Erin Stoklosa and her
sister Madeline ’15

Kathy Whelan Gall ’83 and her daughter Emily Gall ’17

Margaret Heitzhaus Martello ’89 and her daughter Lindsey ’17

Martiana Stachowski Lawicki ’81 and her daughters, Samantha ’17
and Christen ’08

IS TIMELESS …

Class of 2017 graduate Erin Murphy and her
mom Marti DiFlavio Murphy ’87

Holly Gasuik McNamara ’83 and her
daughter, Caitlin ’17

Marie Cichon Haettich ’86 and her daughters, Kate ’17 and Morgan ’13

Jayne Higgins Griffin ’82 and her daughters, Molly ’17 and Kelly ’12

Class of ’17 graduate Molly McLaughlin and her
mom, Carol Clark McLaughlin ’81

Mercy family! Audrey Welsby, Class of 2018, Grace Welsby ’17 and
their mom, Heidi Emhof Welsby ’86

Jennifer Shea McKeone ’85 and
her daughter Clare ’17

Tierney Ashe, Class of 2020, Mallory Ashe ’17 and their mom.
Margaret McDermott Ashe ’81

2017 graduate Julia Ahr and her mom,
Kristen Collier ’95

Kathryn Marabella, Class of 2018 and her
sister, graduate Alison Marabella ’17

Molly Coyle O’Neil ’91 and her daughters, Grace ’17 and Madeline ’15

Mercy Class of ’82 Alum Mary LaRusch May and her daughters,
Marisa ’17 and Hannah ’14

Mercy girls are incredible!
Two Mount Mercy Students Complete
Junior Robotics Surgery Program
by Pat Burns

N

ot many high
school
students would
choose to take classes
over the summer. For
most, summer classes
are seen as consequences for not doing
well during the school
year. However Mount
Mercy seniors Julia
Acosta and Alexis
Sandor, both of Buffalo, voluntarily completed an application
for the Roswell Park
Junior Robotics Surgery Program and
were two of the 60 applicants who were selected for the program.
After completing an application which included information
about academics, community service, short answer questions and
two essays, as well as securing recommendations, the two seniors
took part in a five week program.
Roswell Park trained the students in the Fundamental Skills of
Robotic Surgery (FSRS), the method used to train robot-assisted
surgeons at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. Students in the program explored much of the FSRS curriculum and participated in
sessions “that support and enhance their passion for the medical
field, led by experts in visual arts, education, engineering, and creativity. Finally, students attended presentations on ethics, compassion, leadership and teamwork through the program’s unique
“Press On!” curriculum.”
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Teaching Assistants led sessions for the students that discussed
a wide-range of health-related topics such as health myths, advances in surgery, case studies and public health cases such as
Love Canal in Niagara Falls. Sandor and Acosta also took a class
on creativity where they discovered that creativity was something
that could be learned. In order to enhance this valuable skill, the
students spent a day at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery where
they learned to look at things from a different perspective. The
program also allows the participants to spend time in the ATLAS Lab at Roswell Park, where they learned how to suture, do
8 hand ties, practice peg transfers and cut with laparoscopic instruments. They also had the opportunity to use ROSS which is a
Da Vinci practice simulator. The program culminated with the
students able to spend time in the operating room using the Da
Vinci Surgical System, practicing the skills that they had learned
in the lab.
In addition to the science aspect of the program, they also spent
time with an experienced high school guidance counselor and

had the chance to complete the basic college application through
the Common App. “This part of the program was extremely
helpful,” Acosta commented. “Now I can go into my senior year
with my college application basically completed.”
“I feel prepared to start senior year and I’m thankful that I won’t
have to stress about completing the common app during the first
few months of school,” Sandor added.
Acosta enjoyed the entire program but her favorite parts were
making new friends who share similar interests and goals and
practicing suturing open cuts and wounds on the world-renowned Da Vinci Surgical Robot. Sandor said “I enjoyed being
able to actually go into an OR and use the Da Vinci Surgical System just like a surgeon would. It was a surreal experience and has
seriously changed the way I think about surgery. It is absolutely
incredible how advanced these robots have become and it is only
going to get better from here.”
Both students felt that the program was extremely beneficial.
“Participating in the Junior Robotic Surgery Challenge helped
me to further my educational goals by confirming that I want
to pursue a career in the medical field,” Acosta remarked. “The
program furthered my goals by making me want to push myself
harder in my education so I will be accepted into the college and
program of my choice. “
Sandor had the following insights about her experience, “Attending this program gave me better insight to all the possible careers
there are in the medical field. It made me realize that you don’t
have to be a doctor to make a change in someone’s life and that
there are so many people needed to make a surgery go as planned.
Teamwork and trust is very important in this field. Even outside
of the OR, there are tons of people needed to make a hospital
run as it should.”
This program was a logical next step for the two students who are
members of Mount Mercy’s Academy of Science and Healthcare.
The Academy of Science and Healthcare offers a unique career
internship program for students to experience different professions first hand. Students have the opportunity to interact with
professionals in the field of their choice as well as have exposure
to many other careers. Mount Mercy has teamed up with administration and staff at Mercy Hospital to create a vivid learning experience for the students who begin interacting with the
professional community as freshmen through the Health Care
Career Club and continue through the Academy of Science &
Heath Care.
Congratulations to Alexis and Julia!

Mercy Excellence in Art

M

ount Mercy Academy was so excited and proud to announce that Mercy Class
of 2019 student Roisin Lynch placed second in the 36th Annual Congressional
Art Competition. Congressman Brian Higgins invited local high school students
to participate in the annual competition,
“An Artistic Discovery.” This nationwide
art competition exemplifies the significance
of art education in our nation’s schools by
highlighting the work of our nation’s most
gifted young artists. As an added but not
surprising announcement Roisin placed first
winning The People’s Choice Award. This was
given to the artist receiving the most on line
votes. Congratulations to Roisin and Mount
Mercy Academy Art Teachers Jacqueline
Welch and Jenny Hallinan Licata ’03.

Scholar Athletes!
Mount Mercy Academy is extremely proud to have students chosen to be part of the All Western New York Scholar Athletes team for
both the winter and spring sports seasons. To be nominated for the team, students must have carried a 90-plus average for the previous
six semesters and been a starter or significant player in their sport. All of the senior athletes from all Western New York public, private
and Catholic schools are eligible. What an amazing accomplishment for these recent graduates. Named a 2017 WNY Scholar Athlete
for the winter season was Anne Bamrick for her academic achievements and Varsity Basketball, and the same for Kelly Thomas for her
accomplishments in Varsity Bowling. For the spring season Brianna Gawronski was selected for her success in the classroom as well as in
Varsity Lacrosse. Mount Mercy congratulates these amazing young women!
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Thomas

Gawronski
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Bamrick

Success Continues . . .

Mount Mercy Alumna Graduates from
Clarkson University in Three Years
by Pat Burns

It has become more and more
commonplace for college students to take more than four
years to graduate from college.
However, thanks to the opportunity that Mount Mercy provided
for her to take AP and college
level classes, Julia O’Sullivan
was able to graduate from
Clarkson University in just three
years. The 2014 Mount Mercy
Academy graduate entered college as a sophomore, thanks to
the college credits she earned
while attending high school.

O’Sullivan graduated from
Clarkson with academic distinction and earned a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Chemical Engineering with a minor in
Environmental Engineering. In addition, she was inducted
into Omega Chi Epsilon, the Chemical Engineering honor
society, in the fall of 2015 and served as vice president of the
Clarkson chapter from April of 2016 to April of 2017.
While attending Mount Mercy, O’Sullivan took advantage
of the opportunities to earn college credit while still in high
school. As a sophomore she took AP World and as a junior,
AP US History, AP English Language and Composition,
Spanish IV through Hilbert and college chemistry through
ECC. Her senior year, O’Sullivan took AP English Literature and Composition and AP Psychology and received
credit through Trocaire College for a statistics class.
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“I did not fully understand, until I talked to my advisor at
Clarkson, how the transfer credits from MMA were actually
a great advantage for me. I thought I was only able to graduate a semester early but my advisor said that all the credits
from MMA would allow me to graduate a full year early.
My credits transferred in many of my elective requirements
and therefore I was able to focus more on my major classes,” O’Sullivan remarked. “I was able to graduate in 3 years
which saved me an entire year of tuition. This amounted to
10 about $65,000.”
Not only did the education she received at Mount Mercy
enable her to graduate in three years, it also helped her make
a smooth transition into college. O’Sullivan believed that
the Honors, AP and college level classes she took helped her
prepare for college. She took more challenging courses while
in high school and since her work was held to a higher standard, it allowed her to have an easier transition to the course

work she received in college.

O’Sullivan credits the college chemistry course she took
through ECC while at MMA as the greatest advantage for
her college studies. She was able to skip a general education class that everyone else took because of the transfer
credit and go directly into Organic Chemistry. This allowed
O’Sullivan to be ahead in the classes required for her major. She acknowledges that the college chemistry class she
took while in high school had a large influence on choosing
chemical engineering as her major.
When asked whether she felt she was at a disadvantage after attending an all-girls high school and entering a maledominated field, O’Sullivan felt she was well-prepared for
the challenge. “Engineering is male dominated but within
the chemical engineering major this trend was not as drastic.
I lived on an all female floor during my freshman year and
this aided in my transition to college because it was a small
group of girls who had similar interests in the STEM fields,”
O’Sullivan commented.
This August O’Sullivan will begin classes at the
University of Buffalo Law School. She
hopes to pursue Intellectual Property law,
or more specifically patent law, when she
completes her J.D. degree. O’Sullivan
believes that her Chemical Engineering
degree will give her an advantage in this
field.
O’Sullivan also credits her involvement
in extra-curricular activities as having had a huge impact on her career and education choices. Her
desire to pursue law was inspired
by her participation in mock
trial.
“The people at MMA, both the
teachers and my friends, were
large factors in my academic
decisions and they were very resourceful. They helped me a great
deal when making certain decisions,” O’Sullivan concluded.

Thank you!
M

ount Mercy Academy was honored
to have had MaryLynn Ryan, a
1979 alumna and the Vice President and
Bureau Chief of the Southeast region of
the United States for CNN, as the keynote
speaker at the Academy’s Graduation
Ceremony. A graduate of Canisius College,
MaryLynn has been with CNN since 1995.
She began as a producer for TalkBack
Live and was part of the Emmy Award
winning team that covered the Olympic
Park Bombing. She led CNN’s coverage
of the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Disaster
and Hurricane Katrina. This coverage led
to two George Foster Peabody Awards
for MaryLynn and her CNN team. Prior
to joining CNN, MaryLynn worked at all
three of the Buffalo television stations, as
well as two Cleveland stations. She won
an Emmy at WKYC in Cleveland as the
best newscast producer. She was inducted
into the Buffalo Broadcasting Hall of
Fame in 2012. MaryLynn was inducted
into the Mount Mercy Academy Sports
Hall of Fame in 1991. During her time as
a student, she excelled in varsity basketball,
softball and volleyball. MaryLynn was also
honored by Mount Mercy Academy at our
annual Mercy Honors Awards Dinner in
2002. She was presented the Catherine

McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award.
MaryLynn gave our graduates wonderful
words to take with them. She shared “The
legacy of Mercy is probably not something
you have thought about very much at
this point in your life... but as time goes
on you will understand the power of
being a “Mercy Girl” from Buffalo! You
all proudly wear the ring of blue with
seven pearls that is a rite of passage and
responsibility for the women of Mercy
for the past 101 years. Tonight you as you
receive your diplomas... you become a
member of an elite club of women forever
bonded by their experiences at 88 Red
Jacket Parkway.”
MaryLynn continued “I am here because
of the women of Mercy that helped shape
me, all the Sisters and teachers and coaches
who ran this school. They were tough but
fair. And because of the female journalists
who went before me to pave the way in a
male dominated field. Where I was once
just a token woman producer, I now see the
newsrooms filled with women making big
crucial decisions every day.
To you graduates, I say... continue what you
started here at mercy... continue to break

the remaining glass ceilings... and have
your voices heard. Keep volunteering and
doing things out of your comfort zone.
And always fall back on the sisterhood of
the Mercy girls... you should all be there
for each other and the rest of us are here
for you as well.”
Mount Mercy Academy is honored to
have MaryLynn Ryan, one of its many
distinguished Alumnae, return home to
address the graduating class of 2017. Thank
you MaryLynn!

Welcome back to Mount Mercy!

Mount Mercy Academy is excited to welcome two alumnae back through the doors at 88 Red Jacket Parkway.
Both Julie Schwab Marzolf ’92 and Elizabeth Redanz ’11 have recently joined Mount Mercy in the development
department working in the office of Institutional Advancement.

Julie Schwab Marzolf ’92 joined Mount Mercy
Academy in March 2017 as the Director of Institutional Advancement. Julie will serve as the leader
for development operations which includes scholarships, annual giving, sponsorships, special events
and alumnae events. She is responsible for connecting with donors to enhance the school’s facilities
and educational programs as well as overall fundraising efforts.

Liz has a Bachelors Degree in Hospitality Management from
Mercyhurst University where her concentration was in Hotel
and Event Management. She most recently was employed by
Buffalo Lodging Associates as an Area Sales Coordinator.
Liz is eager to start working on Mount Mercy’s premier celebrations as well as 11
bring in some new event and fundraising ideas. Liz lives in Hamburg and is also
busy planning her own event… her August 2018 wedding!

Welcome home Julie and Liz!
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After graduating from Mount Mercy, Julie earned Bachelors and Masters
Degrees at Canisius College. She has ten years of experience in fund raising and
marketing. She previously worked at Fisher Price, EPIC (Every Person Influences
Children) and Community Services for the Developmentally Disabled. Julie
commented, “As a Mount Mercy alumna, the decision to come back was an easy
one. My passion for education, as well as my dedication to the Mercy mission
and a desire to engage our donors in building Mount Mercy to capacity drives
me on a daily basis,” Julie is a member of the WNY Chapter of AFP (Association
of Fundraising Professionals), lives in Orchard Park and enjoys ice-skating with
her family.

Elizabeth Redanz ’11 started at Mount Mercy in August
2017 as the Special Events and Communications Coordinator.
Liz will be in charge of fundraising events such as the McAuley
Gala, the MMA 5K, the MMA Golf Tournament, as well as
various other fundraising endeavors.

Your Suppor

A Vital Part of Students Achieving Academi

A

s a Catholic school based on the values of Catherine
McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy, Mount Mercy
Academy establishes scholarships and financial supports
to ensure every student achieves academic excellence. Thanks to
donors like you we are able to offer new and returning students
the opportunity to receive an education that prepares them for
the future.
Academic excellence goes far beyond achieving good grades.
It is the maximum development of each student’s intellectual
capacities as well as their dedication and skill in service to
humanity. Mount Mercy focuses on teaching the whole person,
allowing her to explore her interests and abilities while living the
Mercy mission.
Contributions made by alumnae like you empower young women
who are the future of our community. Often our alumnae will
say that Mount Mercy gave them a strong academic base which
enabled them to succeed. Our community is led by women who
graduated from our school who are doctors, lawyers, scientists,
corporate executives, and the list continues to grow. You can help
continue the legacy of our school by donating to our Annual
Fund or establishing a Scholarship to share the experiences you
had with the young women of our future.
Thank you to those of you who continue to support Mount
Mercy Academy. Your generosity will provide a life-changing
educational experience for the young women who attend our
school.

“Mercy has pushed me to
challenge myself to come out on
top and try new things. Without
the continued support from
my teachers, I wouldn’t have
challenged myself to take many
AP and honors courses”
– OLIVIA HARRINGTON,
Class of 2018
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2017-2018 ANNUAL FUND,
“SUPPORTING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE”

Every fall there is a kick-off to an Annual Fund campaign, which is vital in providing
supplemental funds supporting scholarships and financial assistance. The Annual
Fund is a collective endeavor which fuels our mission and bridges financial gaps in
our budget.
Donations made by alumnae and friends of the school are mutually beneficial to both
benefactors and Mount Mercy. For the donor, it offers a chance to provide Mercy
students a college-preparatory education that facilitates academic excellence in their
educational career and beyond. For the school, it means budgeted funds can focus on
continued program enhancements, cutting-edge technology, as well as expansion in
the arts, music, theology and sports.
A donation to the Annual Fund means the tradition of a Mercy education will continue
for years to come. The success of our young women is critical to the development of
our school and our community. We hope that you will consider donating this year and
thank you in advance for your support.
Share the experience, provide opportunity, and start your legacy today.

“Attending Mount Mercy Academy is one of the best decisions
I could have made. Since day one they have challenged me
academically, to strive and succeed. For the past two years at
Mount Mercy, I received so much help from all the teachers.
They are always open to help me with any questions I have.
Most of the teachers have even taken time whenever they can to
help me to do well with upcoming tests and quizzes. With their
help I have been on both honor rolls, and have been a scholar athlete.”
- BELLA LONGO, Class of 2019
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the 18TH ANNUAL

Mercy Honors Awards Dinner
The 2017 Mercy Honors Dinner will be held on Thursday, November 9, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. at The Creekside Banquet Facility, Cheektowaga, NY. Each year we recognize deserving honorees with awards for achievements in their careers, community involvement and
dedication to Mount Mercy. The evening is always nothing short of inspiring as we recognize the amazing accomplishments of our
respected honorees. We hope that you join us to celebrate our deserving awardees and Mount Mercy Academy.
Alumnae, family and friends are invited to attend the Mercy Honors Dinner to learn more about, and honor our Alumnae and community members. You can also choose to honor a recipient by placing an ad or an individual patron in our event program book. You can
view the 2016 event program on the Mercy Honors page on the Mount Mercy Academy website. All proceeds benefit the Alumnae
Scholarship Fund at Mount Mercy Academy.
Again this year, Mount Mercy Academy will honor our recipients with two different awards. The Catherine McAuley Distinguished
Alumna Award and the Spirit of Mercy Award.
The Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award honors alumnae of Mount Mercy Academy who have distinguished themselves as women of faith, knowledge, integrity and compassion. This is a woman whose accomplishments in all areas of her life - family,
community, career - reflect the legacy and mission of Catherine McAuley, the Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy.
The Spirit of Mercy Award honors persons who exhibit the Spirit of Mercy in their professional and personal lives, most notably for
their commitment and dedication to their community. They are truly ministers of Mercy who “live justly, act in tenderness and with
humility journey with their God” (Micah 6).
We want to give a special thank you to our 2017 Mercy Honors Chairwoman Mary Waters McDonald ’81. Her efforts ensure the
success of this very special event. For further information, to make reservations, or to be a patron, please contact Tina Scarpello Webster ’91 at twebster@mtmercy.org. Online reservations as well as patron and business ads can be submitted through our website at
www.mtmercy.org by looking under the Alumnae tab and clicking on Mercy Honors.

PETER AND DIANE (PASCUZZI ’81) CLANCY
Spirit of Mercy Award

Peter and Diane are an integral part of the South Buffalo culture. Over the years, they have been committed to volunteering their talents and extensive amounts of time to worthy causes such as the South Buffalo
Community Table and Dog Ears Bookstore. In addition, Peter has been an active member of the South Buffalo
Lackawanna Lions Club since 2006. He also devotes time and energy to the South Buffalo CREW (Concerned
Residents Engaged in Work). Diane has volunteered with the Big Brother/Big Sister Program for well over a
decade. The Clancys have been actively involved in their parish, St. Thomas Aquinas for many years, including helping at social events, reading at mass, maintaining landscaping and a willingness to help whenever
needed. The Clancys have dedicated their lives to making our community a better place.

DR. NORA MEANEY ELMAN ’71
ww w.mt me rc y. o rg
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Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award

Nora has established and runs a successful solo primary care medical practice. She has provided high quality
care to her patients for 27 years. She has always had a strong focus on wellness which she imparts to her
patients. Recently, Dr. Meaney-Elman’s practice was accredited by the NCQA (National Committee for Quality
Assurance) as a “Patient Centered Medical Home”. Only one in six primary care physicians nationally, practice
in a NCQA PCMH. Additionally, Nora has served on committees for Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital and
the Kaleida Health System. In June 2016 Nora went on a medical mission in Peru with the Global Health
Ministry of Catholic Health East. She traveled 22 hours to the impoverished town of Chulucanas just south of
the Ecuadorian border to provide primary care to patients who had no other source of health care.

LISA M. KIRISITS, CPA, MBA
Spirit of Mercy Award

Lisa is the Managing Director of Kirisits & Associates, CPAS, PLLC. Within her business, she does a great deal of work
for non-profit organizations. Lisa is dedicated to volunteering in the Buffalo community, serving on numerous boards
including Trocaire College, Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, WNY Women’s Fund and the YWCA of Western New York, just to
name a few! In addition, Lisa has been a committed supporter of Mount Mercy Academy. She has served on the Board
of Trustees Finance Committee for over 20 years, longer than any other person. Along with her husband Fred, a long time
music teacher at Mount Mercy, she has served as a past chair of our McAuley Gala. To support Mount Mercy’s music
program, Lisa has worked various concerts, helped fundraising efforts at Bills games and even hosts celebrations for our
students at her home.

CHERYL O’CONNOR ’73

Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award

Cheryl is the Executive Director of HomeAid Northern California. HomeAid builds communities where homeless families
and individuals are provided housing, training and resources to help them regain self-sufficiency. Cheryl, a person of
extreme faith, mercy and charity, is extensively committed to serving the homeless. HomeAid Northern California has
completed 38 shelter projects with $22,000,000 of real estate serving over 7,500 homeless and provided $9 million in
donations to these projects. As Chairwoman of the Home Builders Association, Cheryl initiated mandatory green building standards with Build It Green, which became the California Green Energy Code. Her achievements are extraordinary
and she has been honored by several organizations. Cheryl was the recipient of the Building Industry Association Bay
Area Lifetime Legend Award and Chairman’s Award and was inducted into the California Home Builders Hall of Fame in
2016. Cheryl also serves on several Boards including STAND! For Families Free of Violence, BIA Bay Area and HomeAid
America.

DR. CATHERINE FLANAGAN PRIORE ’92

Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award

Catherine is a Pediatric Psychologist at Women & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo in the Pediatric Hematology-Oncology
Division. Dr. Flanagan-Priore is a dedicated doctor who works with families affected by a pediatric cancer or other blood
disorder diagnosis. She has developed several intervention initiatives in the hopes of reducing rates of pediatric medical
traumatic stress in the children and families she works with. Catherine also works extensively with families who have
lost a child to cancer. In addition to her work at Women and Children’s Hospital, Catherine has also opened her own
practice focusing on working with children and adolescents who are dealing with mental health issues. She has served
as the president of the Psychological Association of WNY and has been honored for her amazing work by numerous
organizations. Some of those include the New Era Cap/PUNT Foundation Champion for Children Award and the Psychological Association of WNY – Morton D. Brooks Award.

JOAN MEANEY ULSHER ’86
Spirit of Mercy Award
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Joan is a retired Major from the US Army where she served as an Army Patient Administration Officer. After retiring, Joan
volunteered with Homes For Our Troops building and finishing homes for wounded Veterans. She has also manned a
call center for the American Red Cross helping U.S. Military bases with notifications and facilitating assistance to family
members of fallen service members. Joan is a dedicated volunteer at CityChurch in San Antonio. By serving up to 30
hours a week, Joan is a steady presence in her church community helping members with spiritual growth, prayer, and 15
assistance with programs. In addition to being the administrative assistant to the Pastors, Joan volunteers her time and
resources in renovating and maintaining church buildings. She has completed three major church renovations at her
own expense. Joan also served as the Project Manager on a Mission trip to help the Casa Hogar Orphanage in Chihuahua, Mexico.

MOUNT MERCY FRIENDSHIPS LAST A LIFETIME
by Pat Burns

Lunch at Tewksbury Front row: Vincy Ventresca O’Donnell, Pat Scanlon Ward, Kathy McNaughton Glavey, Janice Levandoski Tyczyka, Cheryl Furlong Williams. Second Row: Nancy Marschner Lee, Lil Albright Dunlavey, Marcia
Kulakowski Chase, Peggy Crotty Kelly, Carol Lewis Quinnan, Mary Ann Mallozzi Lapp, Anne Moran Walz, Judy Pinto Masters. Back Row: Judy Gallagher Wiktor, Beth Gallagher, Maura Ryan, Kathy Kane Martello, Carolyn Drabek Enty,
Marge Pinto Meyer, Carole Rossa Stewart, Ginger Smith Walsh, Joan Otto Miller

CLASS OF 1961
C

urrently on the Mount Mercy Academy website it states,
“Become a Mercy Girl and make friendships that will truly
last a lifetime.” Another slogan for the school has been
“Mercy Girls for Life”. A group of 1961 graduates are living proof
that these maxims are true. Although these alumnae had attended
reunions in the past, the group decided after their 45th reunion
they needed something more. So these women began meeting
about once a month and have been doing so for over eight years.

In May of 2009, the women who had comprised the planning
committee for the 45th reunion of the Class of 1961 were having
breakfast when as it often does when Mercy girls get together, talk
turned to classmates. Peggy Crotty Kelly, Marge Pinto Meyer,
Sandy DeVinney Mineo, Arline Schwartz Engasser, Kathy McGee Pierce and a few others were chatting about classmates, when
Kathy Pierce said she had run into Vincy Ventresca O’Donnell
and maybe she would like to join them for breakfast. Peggy Kelly
encouraged her to ask and that began the years of lunches and
dinners. Ironically this group never really had their 45th reunion
because it was scheduled during the infamous October storm of
2006. It is apparent that this group does not need a formal reason
to have a reunion of friends and classmates.
In 2011 the Class of 1961 held their 50th reunion and many of the
women on the organizing committee were part of the unofficial
group that began in 2009. The women also had a 55 year reunion
last year that was well-attended and included several classmates
who had moved out of state.
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As the months passed, the gatherings increased in number by a
classmate or two. Members of the initial group would invite classmates that they came into contact with and gradually a data base
of email addresses began to grow. Notices of future gatherings
would be sent out to all the women whose email addresses were
known. Currently there are 70 women who receive notices of the
get-togethers and other email communications.
With interest and attendance in the meals growing, the group decided to set an official meeting time. The second Wednesday of
the month is the time that is set aside for the “Mercy Girls” to
meet to eat, laugh and talk. There are a plethora of family restaurants to choose from, so it is never difficult to find somewhere to
meet. The group prefers to be by the water when it is nice, so they

Lunch at Templeton Landing

can often be found by the lake or the river in the spring and summer. The only prerequisites for selection is being able to accommodate the group, no matter how large it might be that month
and the restaurant must allow the group time to linger after lunch
until it is time for the facility to set up for dinner. An email is sent
out to everyone on the list and then reservations are made and
then the fun begins. The number of attendees varies from 10 to
26. Classmates from out of town make an effort to attend when
they are back in the area for a visit.
After every lunch Vincy O’Donnell writes a little recap of who
was there, what they talked about, who wants prayers, if someone
is sick among their classmates, and any other pertinent information. Vincy keeps the emails upbeat and funny. She commented
that the recipients love it and they look forward to the recap and
photos she sends every month by email on the day of the lunch.
Vincy has a 3-ring binder which is full of those recaps, all eight
plus years of them!
After so many years, the people, interests and shared experiences
are bound to change and often people who were once friends lose
touch. However, the common denominator of Mount Mercy
Academy and the experiences shared while there keep this group
connected.
“What we have in common is Mount Mercy Academy, the four
years we spent there, the friendships we forged there and the values we lived then and now. This new grouping finds us with much
in common…careers, children, grandchildren, retirement, illness,

death of loved ones and sadly even the deaths of some of our classmates,” Vincy commented.
The classmates have traveled down varied paths since they walked the
halls of Mount Mercy Academy together. Some have worked in business, nursing, education, social work and raising families. Many are
helping raise their grandchildren. Despite these different experiences,
the bonds remain strong.
Vincy elaborated, “No matter what we did for the 40 or so years after
graduation from the Mount, we were able to pick up where we left
off the last time we saw each other. That is a special credit we owe to
MMA and, of course, our families. Our bonds are special and precious, and we intend to keep strengthening them for as long as we are
able. And, when the day comes that we are not able, we will have a bus
drive around to the various nursing homes to gather us again!”
As the years have passed by, the members of the Class of 1961 have
reformed and strengthened their bonds. “In these past eight plus years,
we’ve come to know each other again…and better! We still have our

Standing left to right: Carolyn Drabek Enty, Arline Schwartz Engasser, Carol Lewis Quinnan, Marge Pinto Meyer, Lillian
Albright Dunlavey, Ginger Smith Walsh, Vincy Ventresca O’Donnell; seated: Peggy Crotty Kelly, Joan Otto Miller, Mary Ann
Mallozzi Lapp, Marcia Kulakowski Chase

high school memories, but now we are adding more current moments.
We haven’t traveled together…yet…but we talk about it,” Vincy concluded.
In 1957 the Mount Mercy Class of 1961 became Mercy Girls and
these women truly made friendships that have lasted throughout their
lifetimes.

Celebrating 50 Years with the Class of 1967!

T

his past May Mount Mercy’s Class of 1967 celebrated their
50th year reunion. The celebration was on Wednesday, May
24th in conjunction with the Class of 2017 graduation
ceremony. The golden anniversary girls reunited in the halls of
MMA and immediately started catching up on the last 50 years.
The ladies walked next door to Mercy Center where the class of
’67 took on the role of honor guard for the 2017 graduating class.
As the procession of new Mount Mercy alumnae passed through
on their way into the auditorium there was lots of clapping, compliments, laughing and even tears as the women remembered their
own graduation day. It was truly a moving and amazing moment
for both the Class of 1967 and the Class of 2017. Some of our reunion ladies were so happy to see former students they had taught
in early grades graduating from their same alma mater. The Circle
of Mercy is truly timeless!

The class had a fantastic party at the Buffalo Irish Center. The
ladies had a wonderful time, they enjoyed dinner & drinks and
received their 50 year class pins. The night was very special, everyone had a wonderful time, and in true Mercy girl fashion, lots and
lots of laughs were shared! Congratulations, Class of 1967! Mount
Mercy Academy thanks you for generosity… because of your support of the 50 year reunion a sizable contribution was made to the
Mount Mercy Academy Alumnae Scholarship Fund.
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After the graduation procession, the Class of ’67 headed upstairs
to the beautiful Mercy Center Chapel. Once there, they gathered
for a reunion class picture before heading out to continue their
celebration.

Kudos to Elizabeth Carey
’87! She was recently
named Director of Public
Relations and Corporate
Communications at AAA
Western and Central
New York. Elizabeth will
continue to be AAA’s
media
spokesperson,
as well as develop and
implement strategies to strengthen the AAA
brand, and promote many business lines to
members and the community. She will also lead
internal communications efforts. Congratulations
Elizabeth!

After graduating from MMA, Katie Gordon ’02
attended Niagara University, graduating in 2006
with a bachelor’s degree in hotel and restaurant
planning. She moved to the Washington, D.C.,
area where she worked as Restaurant Manager
and as the Banquet Manager at the Chevy
Chase Club, a country club located in Chevy
Chase, Maryland. Katie also worked as Director
of Catering for the Bethesda Country Club. She
then joined the team at Ridgewells Catering as
the Operations Manager as well as an Account
Manager traveling with the major events team
coordinating the corporate hospitality catering
for the U.S. Golf Open. She returned to the
Buffalo area in 2015 to be closer to her family
and worked briefly at the Saturn Club until
opening her own restaurant, Homegrown Bistro,
at 2411 North Buffalo Rd., Orchard Park, New
York. Katie and her staff take dietary restrictions
very seriously, especially for those who require a
gluten-free diet. The bistro’s focus is on locally
sourced and minimally processed foods. The
restaurant is open daily for breakfast and lunch.
For further information on Homegrown, visit its
website homegrownOP.com. Congratulations
Katie! Mount Mercy wishes you much continued
success.
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Congratulations to Kelly Diamond Anderson ’95!
As highlighted in Buffalo
Business First, Circuit
Clinical recently hired
Kelly in the position of
Operations Coordinator.
She is responsible for
ensuring all portions of
clinical operations are
completed tactfully and
swiftly. Circuit Clinical is
a clinical research network that brings leading
edge clinical study opportunities to healthcare
providers and their patients. Congrats Kelly and
Best Wishes in your position!

Huge congratulations to
Nancy Wutz Ware ’74!
In July, Nancy was named
one of the 2017 Power
100 Women by Buffalo
Business First. These
honorees are the 100
most powerful women
in many areas, such as
business,
education,
healthcare and media in
all of Western New York. Nancy is the President
and CEO of EduKids Inc. She founded the child
care company in 1989 and now operates 14
nationally accredited centers in Western New
York. EduKids offers education and child care
for half day, full day and before and after school
programs for children ages six weeks to 12
years old. Visit their website for more information
edukidsinc.com. Congratulations Nancy on this
well deserved honor. Mount Mercy Academy is
proud to have you as one of our distinguished
alumnae!
Mercy Alums doing amazing things!
Sara Mehltretter Drury ’01 was recently
granted tenure at Wabash College in the Rhetoric
Department.
Wabash
College is a small
liberal arts college for
men in Crawfordsville,
Indiana. Her teaching
and research focuses on
political communication,
and particularly on
how local and state
communities can better
use productive discourse to address public
problems. In addition to her faculty role in the
Rhetoric Department, Sara also is the Director
of Wabash Democracy and Public Discourse,
an initiative devoted to creating conversations
to improve local communities. Sara has had the
opportunity to work on a number of projects
during the last few years, including the “Brookings
Supports Breastfeeding” grant in South Dakota,
which encouraged maternal health through
public engagement and deliberation, a “Quality
of Place” grant from Indiana Humanities, and
most recently, a National Science Foundation
grant on “Encouraging Science Communication”
for productive scientific citizenship.
In 2017-2018, Sara will be spending a year
in Edinburgh, Scotland, as a Visiting Research
Fellow at the University of Edinburgh’s Institute
for Advanced Studies in the Humanities. She

learned about the University of Edinburgh’s
work in deliberations a few years ago, and is
excited to collaborate with researchers there on
communication, community engagement and
deliberation. Sara will be joined in Scotland
by her husband, Jeff, who is also an associate
professor at Wabash College. Sara and Jeff
have recently created Mount Mercy Academy’s
Catherine Luhr Scholarship, named in honor
of the work Ms. Luhr does for all Mercy girls.
This scholarship is awarded to a talented young
woman involved in oratory and debate or Mock
Trial. Anyone wishing to support the scholarship
can do so by earmarking their gift to Mount
Mercy for “The Catherine Luhr Scholarship.”
Sara is pictured here in front of the Institute for
Advanced Studies in the Humanities, University
of Edinburgh. Congratulations Sara on all your
incredible accomplishments. We can’t wait to
hear more as your success continues!
Congratulations to Jenna Kersten ’13! She was
recently the subject of
an article in the Siena
College alumni magazine.
Jenna, along with a
professor, designed an
entire English course
around how refugees are
portrayed in literature.
Jenna, who graduated
with a degree in English
with minors in German and international studies,
said her passion for social justice was enhanced
when she spent a semester in Berlin during
her junior year of college. She developed the
English course “Literature and the Refugee Crisis:
Narratives of Home”. The class examined themes
relating to home, identity, exile and displacement
in works of fiction, non-fiction and poetry.
While at Siena, Jenna also created a community
outreach project in which she interviewed
refugees from various nations who had settled in
the Albany area. Her classmates helped transcribe
these interviews into personal narratives to fit
on the back of a small card. On the front of the
card, the refugee whose story was told created
a painting. These were displayed and sold at a
fundraiser to raise money for the Refugee and
Immigrant Support Services of Emmaus (RISSE).
Jenna is heading back to Germany this
September as a Fulbright scholar, to teach
English at the elementary or high school level.
After that, she will apply to graduate school,
possibly for a master’s in teaching English as a
second language or in the interdisciplinary field
of migrant studies or human geography. Her long
term goals could involve teaching or working in
the non-profit sector. Congratulations on your
success Jenna! We look forward to hearing about
more amazing work we know you’ll continue to
do!

Weddings
& Babies
FINN MICHAEL

Congratulations to the growing
Krist family! Corrine Kelly Krist ’98
and her husband Eric welcomed
their third son, Finn Michael on
April 13, 2017. Finn joined two
older brothers, Liam David, age 7
and Noah Walter age 4. Welcome
to the world Finn!

MICHAEL ROBERT

It’s a boy! Congratulations to
Heather Whalen Castiglia ’08 and
her husband Frank on the birth of
their new son. Michael was born
on May 31, 2017 weighing in at
7 pounds, 7 ounces. Welcome
Michael and congrats to mom and
dad!

BARRETT

Congratulations to Kendra Hejna, Class of 2007 on
her recent marriage to Michael Barrett, a 2006 Bishop
Timon grad. Their beautiful wedding was held on
May 27, 2017 with a ceremony at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church and a reception at Lucarelli’s.
Kendra’s sister Karissa Hejna Czora ’09 served as her
Matron of Honor and Mother of the Bride is MMA
alumna Karen Keough Hejna ’82.
Look at these beautiful ladies from Mercy’s Class of
’07 helping Kendra and Michael celebrate! Congrats
to the newlyweds!

LENNON ELLORY

Look at these four beautiful future
Mercy Girls! Congratulations to
lucky parents Michele Wade ’98
and her husband J.T. Bausch on
the birth of their fourth daughter,
Lennon Ellory. Lennon made her
debut into the world on July 7,
2017. Her big sisters, Jaycie age 6,
Gretchen age 4 and Daniella age
2, were so excited to meet their
sister! Congratulations to this
growing family!

ELLIOT LIAM

Another handsome baby boy for
Kristin Trometer Vogel ’99 and her
husband William! Congratulations
on the arrival of Elliot Liam, who
made his debut into the world
on February 20, 2017 weighing 5
pounds 7 ounces and 19.5 inches
long. Elliot joins his big brother
Jaxson, age 2. Congrats Vogel
family!

QUINN PATRICK

It was a perfect sunny day for the wedding of
Emily Smaldino ’04! Emily married Jayce Wallace on
June 24th 2017. The beautiful ceremony at Immaculate Conception Church was followed by a reception
at Knox Farm in East Aurora. Several Mount Mercy
alumnae were in attendance celebrating with Emily
& Jayce! Congratulations to the happy couple!

w ww. mtme rc y. o rg

WALLACE

The Cannan family is growing!
Congratulations to Peggy Klavoon 19
Cannan ’06 and her husband Sean
on the birth of their new son!
Quinn Patrick was born on May
17, 2017. Eager to meet her new
baby brother was the Cannan’s
oldest daughter, Reagan Kelly, age
21/2. Welcome Quinn and congrats
Peggy and Sean!

RECENT HAPPENINGS

Mount Mercy’s Pure Magic Show Choir, Handbell Choir and Women’s Choir
took home the Triple Crown at Disneyland in California this past April. They
won Gold Medals in all of their performances!

All smiles from our campers as they enjoy a
beautiful day at the Buffalo Zoo!

Congratulations to Caitlin Donohue ’04 and
Leanne Maloney ’05! Both amazing alums were
honorees at this year’s MMA 5K.

Jane Michalek Harrington ’92, who
served as a McAuley Gala Co-Chair,
and her husband Jeff at the event.

Our Camp Mercy girls, several of which are daughters of
Mercy alumnae, having a blast at Canalside.

Enjoying the McAuley Gala are Lauren Dunford Kuwik ’00, former MMA teacher Sister Cristel Mejia
RSM, Suzanne Scarcello Shatzel ’97, Julie Beale Scarcello ’96, long time Mount Mercy Main Office
coordinator Mrs. Colleen Shanahan and Meghan Crotty Quinn ’02.

With 77 campers, Camp Mercy 2017 was a huge success!

Ladies from the Class of 2017 passing the light of the Circle of Mercy
with MMA alums as they officially become members
of Mount Mercy’s alumnae.

Mercy girls pose for the camera on
the first day of school.

Ladies enjoying tea and scones at the reception following our Annual Memorial Mass.
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Members of the Farrell family presenting the Peggy (Farrell ’74) Flynn
Memorial Award to the first place overall female finisher at the MMA 5K.
Congrats to Caitlin O’Rourke ’07!

Amazing Mercy women at the McAuley Gala.

The great guys of the popular Stone Bridge Band were
honorees at the MMA 5K. Their commitment to the
community is astounding!

AT MMA

The Wilson family supporting the Annual McAuley Gala.

Mount Mercy students decorated eggs for Easter with
the Sisters at the Mercy Center.

The winning men’s team at the MMA Golf Tournament was presented the
Hooper Award in memory of Kathleen Suchan Hooper ’66. This was a repeat
win for Bob Hughes, Mike Lempko, Jim Fredo and Pete Canney… Congrats!

Thank you to
our sponsors

MAXWELL MURPHY • CONNOR’S HOT DOGS, LLC • ANDREW LOTEMPIO
FOR CITY COURT • BRIAN J. KARAM, D.D.S. • BUFFALO COLLECTIVE, LLC
• ELLICOTT DEVELOPMENT • FRIENDS OF CHRISTOPHER SCANLON
• KIRISITS & ASSOCIATES • LAWLEY INSURANCE SERVICES
• RUN JIMMY RUN CHARITY 5K • RYAN PURCELL MEMORIAL FUND
• SPINAL MUSCULAR ATROPHY RESEARCH TEAM – SMART

Beautiful Mercy students all dressed up and enjoying the Junior/Senior Prom last May.

The winning women’s team from the Mount Mercy Academy Golf Tournament!
These friends of Kathleen Suchan Hooper ’66 were there honoring her memory.

Mercy alums, Leah Murphy ’07,
Leanne Maloney ’05 and Molly Barrett ’06
at the MMA Golf Tournament.
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McAuley Gala Co-Chairs Mary Clare Kennan ’79
and her husband Michael Gluc celebrate
the evening.

Mount Mercy students made pretzels in theology class
as a way to celebrate Lent.

A wonderful group of former MMA 5K honorees at
this year’s race post party.

Memorials
( January 21, 2017 to July 21, 2017)
We pray each day for those whose names are inscribed in our Memorial Books. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.
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A special “ thank you” to those families who have designated
MMA as the recipient of memorials for their loved ones.
Margaret “Marge” McGuire Coughlin ‘42 (Donations to
the Mary Ann “Maize” (McGuire) Simonick ‘67 Memorial
Scholarship)
MMA Alumnae Assoc., Mary Lickfeld, Sr. Mary Ellen
Twist, Leonard & Ann Kalinowski, Margaret M. Cronin,
Ellen C. McNamara, Elizabeth (Healy) McNamara
‘46, Mike & Dianne Frawley, Special Olympics NY,
Stan & Sheila Pingelski, Greg & Mary Lou Reid, Mary
& Mike O’Sullivan, Mr. Mrs. Robert J. McCormick,
Sarah Taylor, Tina Scarpello Webster, Lori Bouquard,
Bob & Susan Shanks, Peggy & Bill Beardsley, Pat &
Gail Lewis, Leslie & John Wright, Linda SieckmannDugan, Mary Cox, Edward & Lisa Kennedy, John &
Trish Glose, Siena College Career Center Team, Mary &
Dennis Morrison, Betty Starkey ‘73, Staff of the Office
of Academic Affairs Siena College, Marjorie & Thomas
Ryan, Jack & Caren Chilcott, Kathleen A. Gilmartin,
Joseph & Sharon Hoffstetter & Family, Bonnie &
Nelson Cosgrove, Cheryl M. Kisiel, Jean & Lyle Schwab,
Mike & Sheila Wirth, Dorothy Cepuchowski, Carolann
Cepuchowski, Dennis & Linda Manley, Jack & Kathy
Hoffstetter
Rita J. Leary Escobar ‘72
Ruth M. Barry
Carolyn A. Wick Haley ‘45
Gwen O. Arcara
Laura Sieckmann Reed ‘86 (Donations to the
Arlene Rola--Janet Sieckmann Scholarship Fund)
MMA Alumnae Assoc., Patrick & Barbara (Deacon)
Sheehan & Family, Trish Higgins Glose, Deborah Hard,
Carol Whelan (Geary), Maureen & Joe Kirchmyer,
David & Jill Richmond, Suzanne & Henry Connors,
Dale & Lorie Steinwald, Irene Lynch, The Fischer
Family, Karen & Charlie Wilson, John & Kathleen
McCarthy, Bernie & Pat Kennedy, David & Karen State,
Maureen P. Evans, Debra J. Whais, Meghan Wood
Felser, Donna Donohue, Susan Wheatley, Colleen
Nielsen, Sr. Mary Ellen Twist, Anita & Pat Crotty, Cathy
Bender, Hillary R. Ruh, Gregory Ipolito & Mary Jo
Hellerer, Rosemary Sheehan, Raymond L. Haines, Mr.
& Mrs. Terrance Barrett, James & Barbara Bowen, Linda
& Robert Stark, Susan Norris Baylerian ‘86, Kevin &
Kate Theobald, Edward Gorman & Liesl Zwicklbauer,
Mark Shoop, Mrs. Mary Ellen Shoop, Kevin McCarthy,
Ann & Pat McCarthy, Joseph & Susan Danahy, Mary
E. Nicholson, Colleen Kelly, Mary C. McDonald, Karen
Glavey Kane & Michael F. Kane, Mary M. Pryshlak,
Patrick & Patricia Cannan, Jeffrey & Julie Huber, Joan F.
Lillis, Girl Scouts of Western New York, Mary Frances
Smith ‘68, Paul & Joan Shoop, Joseph & Annmarie
Oliverio
Patrick Pettys (Donations to The Jeanne “Midge” Pettys
and Mary “Belle” Pettys Scholarship)
Frank & Mary Jo Feeley, Angela Byrne, Janet L.
Brandquist, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bray, The Ya-Ya’s, Mary
Sheehan, Kenneth & Anne Marie Maskulinski, Anna &
Robert Rusinek, Gary & Nancy Panek, Geraldine Hearn,
Marty & Irene Gregory, Wendy Dotson
Dr. Richard Sheehan DDS
Mary Jo Feeley, Maureen Leary Fecio, Sue & Corky
Connors

We Apologize!

IN MEMORIAM

Kelly Africano Richard & Patricia Ertel
Elizabeth Colwell Beeny ‘42 MMA Alumnae Association
Peter Bellanti Richard & Patricia Ertel
Leslie (Les) Bement Jim & Phil Gallagher, Kathy Glavey,
Vincy Ventresca ‘61 O’Donnell
Lucy M. Benevento Guy & Margaret Latona
Daniel Berry Sr. Joan Flynn, Jack & Noreen McBride,
Nancy A. McCarthy, Carol A. Goldfarb, Kathleen
Schlehr
Patrick Berry Denise Berry
Earl C. Besecker Maureen Canney
Brien J. Bigelow Bigelow Family, Maureen Canney, Cathy
Rafter, Jim & Carol Connors, Anita & Pat Crotty, Bonnie & Nelson Cosgrove, Crowley Family
Mae L. Black Peter & Marguerite Phillips
Diane K. Bless ‘56 MMA Alumnae Assoc.
James Bonn The Jack Hess Family
Helen A. Stoddard Borowiak ‘49 MMA Alumnae Assoc.
Robert Bouquard Mary Lickfeld
Laetitia C. “Tish” Cullen Bourke ‘62 MMA Alumnae
Assoc., Cathy Rafter, Helen Munch, Anita & Pat Crotty,
Carol & Jim Connors
Patricia Kimmitt Breidentstein ‘45 MMA Alumnae
Association
Mary Ellen Brooks Patricia Ehms & Family
James Bulger Mary Lickfeld, Cathy Rafter, Helen Munch
James P. Crowley Gene & Jean Boechel
Robert Cudney Helen Munch
Patrick J. Cullen Malachy & Mary Baggott, Sheila Baggott
Mark M. Cuthbert Patricia McPartland, Mary Suto, Tina
Scarpello Webster, Sr. Mary Ellen Twist RSM, Pattie &
Dan Marren, John & Margy Recktenwald, Irene Lynch,
Cheryl Kisiel, Maureen Canney, Patricia Carrig
Ann M. Daniels-Ulmer ‘76 MMA Alumnae Association
Joseph Davino Mario & Karen Rossi
Paul Devlin Barbara A. Klavoon
Loretta Fahey Dickenson Marge & Jerry Monro, Marilynn P. Fleckenstein
Anthony DiMillo Bernie & Pat Kennedy
Timothy Dyrek Tom & Judy Farry
Elizabeth J. “Betty” Kennedy Eagen ‘47 MMA Alumnae
Assoc., Joan Cuthbert, Patricia Graham, Bernie & Pat
Kennedy, Clyde & Sue Brooks, Jim & Phil Gallagher,
Jim & Anita Neenan
Alice Coccia Egan ‘43 MMA Alumnae Assoc., Lisa
Hominga, Catherine Lilley ‘42
Karen M. Farrell Mr. & Mrs. Francis X. Feeley
Anne Feeley Jean Canney & Family, Jack & Noreen
McBride
Kevin Feeney Michael & Dianne Frawley
John Fieramusca Guy & Margaret Latona
Russell Fiorella Bonnie & Nelson Cosgrove
Joanne Fitzer ‘52 MMA Alumnae Association
Jean Flowers Patricia Plunkett, Jean Quinn
Mary A. Friedman ‘79 MMA Alumnae Association
Bettyjane Frank Gannon ‘41 MMA Alumnae Association
André Garneau Denise Walters

Helen Agnes Driscoll Grandy ‘51 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
Jean Boechel
Edward Gresco Garry & Jane Warfield
Robert Gresco Garry & Jane Warfield
Lorraine Gurto Frances A. Kulik
James Halpin Mike & Marian Betrus
Patricia A. Harrington Haug ‘55 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
Cathy Rafter
Paula Heimburg Bonnie & Nelson Cosgrove
Mary Callahan Herbst ‘42 MMA Alumnae Assoc., Mike
& Dianne Frawley, Rosemary Sheehan
Ron Hodge Barb O’Brien
Patricia “Patsy” Ann Crowley Hoodmaker ‘50 MMA
Alumnae Association
Kathleen Hourihan ‘67 Meg McNaughton Goss
Mary Lou Hourihan ‘70 Meg McNaughton Goss
Barbara Hughes Helen Munch
Salvatore M. Iannello, Sr. Vincenetta Ventresca ‘61
O’Donnell, Jim & Phil Gallagher
Leopold Igielinski Frances A. Kulik
John Isabella Pat & Patsy Lyons
Francis “Frank” Kalenda Cathy Rafter, Helen Munch
Michael Kapture Kathy Glavey, Bonnie & Nelson Cosgrove, Kathy “Mac” O’Neill
Jim Keane Margaret Keane, Maureen McCabe, Tina
Scarpello Webster
David Kelchlin Maureen Canney
Kevin Kelly Marilynn P. Fleckenstein
James Kern Jack Hess
Jack Kilcoyne Mr. & Mrs. E. Malczewski & Diane
Kathleen Krempasky ‘66 Nancy Pillard
Francis J. Kuebler Mary M. Kuebler, Ed & Ann McCarthy
Thomas J. Kuebler Mary M. Kuebler
Norma Schlehr Labuzzetta ‘47 MMA Alumnae Association
Marilyn Lanc (McGee) Kathy Glavey
Lewis Laurie Kathleen M. Keller
Jack Laveck Mario & Karen Rossi
Evelyn Lawrence Mary Kuebler (Sheehan ‘51)
Mary Anne Ledwin Frank & Mary Jo Feeley
Theresa Garneret Lenhard ‘36 MMA Alumnae Assoc.
Margaret Liberti Jean Canney
Elizabeth A. Carney Lillis ‘70 MMA Alumnae Assoc.
Mariellen Kearns Linder ‘67 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
Frances A. Kulik
Michael H. Linhardt Margaret Staszak
D. Edwin Lyons Denise Berry
Donald J. Mack Jim & Phil Gallagher, Vincenetta Ventresca ‘61 O’Donnell
Helen M. Schichtel Mahoney ‘42 MMA Alumnae Association
Joan Markowski Dave & Colleen Slusarz
Clare Marks Marilynn P. Fleckenstein
Claire E. Martoche Ray & Chris Gallagher, Mario &
Karen Rossi
M. Annette Marx Her family
Robert Masak Mary Zeis
Helen Mae Mazur Mary Lickfeld

Every effort has been made by Mount Mercy Academy and the Institutional Advancement staff to ensure accuracy in our publications.
We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please note the following inaccuracies from the Annual Report in our last issue of Horizons:
Page 29 – McAuley Gala Gift Donations – Kate Daley Dust ’73 contributed gift donations in support of the 2017 McAuley Gala. Kate’s name was inadvertently omitted from
this list.
Page 29 – The Elaine Ridder Bonacci and Deacon Anthony C. Bonacci Scholarship is not building to endowment. This is a completed and endowed scholarship.
Page 30 – Helen Cullinan Szvoren ’70 made a donation to the Annual Fund, In Memory of Kathleen Hourihan ’67 and Mary Lou Hourihan ’70. This was inadvertently
omitted from the listing.

Rita McCabe Mary Ellen Crotty, Michael & Marian
Betrus, Kathy Glavey
Marcia McCarthy ‘54 MMA Alumnae Association
Jane Kelly McCrone Peter & Marguerite Phillips
Alice E. Muckler McDonnell ‘49 MMA Alumnae
Assoc., Mary Braun
Christopher McEttrick Paul & Celine Connors
Andrea McFall Kathy Glavey
Mildred McGowan Joan Cuthbert, Mike & Colleen
Chase
Marie McGrath Seamus & Ann Kilmurray
Margaret McGuinness Mary Zeis
Aldine McGuire McGuire ‘39 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
M. McGuire
Mildred J. McLeod Joyce Roberts
Rodolfo Mejia Mary Ellen Twist RSM
Colin Michalek Bonnie & Nelson Cosgrove
Vincent Miranda Jim & Ann Sullivan
Edward J. Moran Dave & Colleen Slusarz
Gerald (Jerry) Munro Joan O’Brian, Mary Zeis, Mike
& Dianne Frawley, Kathleen Schlehr, Joan Flynn, Pat
Ehms, Bob & Kathy Fischer, Bob & Judy O’Leary,
Noreen & Jack McBride, Tom & Judy Farry, Mary &
Mike O’Sullivan
Mary Jane Trainor Myers ‘52 MMA Alumnae Assoc.
Carol Leicht Nelson Dave & Sheila Stanchak & Boys
Mary Norma O’Hara Ann Faltyn
Edna O’Neill Don, Maryalice & Pat Byrne
Janet T. Otwell Marguerite Devany Phillips
Daniel Panek Maureen Tabaczynski
Barbara Paolucci Mr. & Mrs. Francis X. Feeley
Frank Parlato Guy & Margaret Latona
Barbara Perry Mary Lickfeld
Romolo Petrone Mario & Karen Rossi
Leonard Pietrzak Pat & Patsy Lyons
Kevin Przybyl Georgianna M. Lester-Elliott
Kathy Puleo Bob & Nancy Wood
James Reed Mr. & Mrs. Michael Betrus
Joan M. Riordan Kathy Glavey, Jim & Phil Gallagher,
Vincenetta Ventresca ‘61 O’Donnell
John “Jack” Roche Helen Munch, Jim & Anita
Neenan
Diane Attea Romance ‘54 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
Vincenetta Ventresca ‘61 O’Donnell, Maureen
Piasecki
Joyce Becker Rooney ‘43 MMA Alumnae Assoc.
Frank T. Rozen Gary & Ruth Kresser
Anna M. Ryan Mary & Malachy Baggott
Katherine Pearl Ryan ‘08 MMA Alumnae Assoc., Ed
& Grace Jackson & Family, Mary & Mike O’Sullivan,
John & Margy Recktenwald, Frances A. Kulik
Patricia Becker Ryan ‘63 MMA Alumnae Assoc.
Patrick Ryan Jack & Kathy Hess
Samuel Sabato Mary Ellen Crotty, Mike & Marian
Betrus
David Saj Jim & Phil Gallagher
Angelo Scala Dan & Sheila Finucane
Marsha Schifferli Guy & Margaret Latona
Adrianne Spisiak Schmigel ‘55 MMA Alumnae Association
Carmella A. Schroeder Mary Lickfeld, Rosemary
Sheehan(Wright), Mary & Mike O’Sullivan, Mike &
Colleen Chase, Anita & Pat Crotty, Maureen Canney,
Bonnie & Nelson Cosgrove
Jeffrey Scimme Helen Munch
Diane Mudd Senneff ‘59 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
Cathy Rafter, Helen Munch

Mabel L. Batt Shanley ‘50 MMA Alumnae Association
Mary Pat Redmond Shatzel ‘74 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
Denise Cullen, Maureen Leary Fecio
Charlotte Shaw Richard & Patricia Ertel
Patricia Sheedy Bernie & Pat Kennedy
Dennis J. Sheehan Frank & Mary Jo Feeley
Paul Simonick Joe & Sharon Hoffstetter & family
Rosemary Simonsen Mary Lickfeld
Marie C. Sheehan Smith-Nixon ‘51 MMA Alumnae
Assoc.
Sr. Lucille Socciarelli RSM Maureen Canney, Bill Spaulding
Bob Sorrentino Paul & Celine Connors
Alfreda J. Stachura Mary Patricia Schibler, Mary M.
Kuebler
Dorothy Starzynski Mr. & Mrs. Marty Ballowe, Mr. &
Mrs. David Fisher
Julie Stewart Dan & Judy Kulik
Mary Stone Denise Berry
Charles Stutz Mary Zeis, Leonard & Catherine
(O’Neill) Coppola
Arthur Szulist Carol Filipski
Don Tait Noreen & Jack McBride
Breanna Talty Rosemary Sheehan (Wright)
Karen Anne Talty ‘70 MMA Alumnae Assoc., Dan &
Sheila Finucane
Gary Thompson Sandra Umlor
Almyra Rose Dunkle Tierney ‘49 MMA Alumnae Association
Josephine D. Todaro Rita Marotto
Thomas H. Twist Margaret & Guy Latona
Bonnie Umlor Sandra Umlor
June Elizabeth Farr Underkoffer ‘53 MMA Alumnae
Assoc.
Lucille VegaLaBoy Dave & Colleen Slusarz
Joseph T. Ventresca, Sr. Jim & Phil Gallagher, Vincenetta Ventresca ‘61 O’Donnell
Carol Jean Filsinger Voelker ‘48 MMA Alumnae Assoc.
William Voelker Kathleen Schlehr
Marilyn Strong Walker ‘48 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
Patricia Plunkett, Jean Quinn, Jean & Bill Flowers,
Maureen Canney
Mary R. Washington Kathy Hess
Terrance Watters Seamus & Ann Kilmurray
Margaret S. “Sally” Farrell Weeks ‘61 MMA Alumnae
Assoc., Cathy Rafter, Helen Munch, Classs of ‘61:
Kathy McNaughton Glavey, Peggy Crotty Kelly, Cheryl
Furlong Williams, Marcia Kulakowski Chase, Nancy
Marschner Lee, Judy Gallagher Wiktor, Linda May
Holcomb, Kathy Kane Martello, Carol Lewis Quinnan,
Maura Ryan McLaren, Katie Browne Downs, Ginger
Smith Walsh, Marge Pinto Meyer, Arline Schwartz
Engasser, Lillian Albright Dunlavey, Joan Otto Miller,
Joan Wrzesinski Wrobel, Kathy McGee Pierce, Carolyn
Drabek Enty, Carole Rossa Stewart, Anne Moran Walz,
Janice Levendoski Tyczyka, Patricia Czechowski McCarthy, Sandy DeVinney Mineo, Mary Ann Mallozzi
Lapp, Sylvia Krzyzanowski Rudnicki, Nancy Hoff,
R.S.M., Judy Pinto Masters, Vincy Ventresca O’Donnell
Darlene B. Baranski Whelan ‘62 MMA Alumnae
Association
Mary Olive Wick ‘46 MMA Alumnae Association
Rita J. Grandits Willson ‘55 MMA Alumnae Assoc.,
Kathie Hillery Brinkworth
Daniel Wirfel Hilda Meyers
Anne M. “Nancy” (Manley) Wood MMA Community
Terri A. Yetter Dave & Colleen Slusarz

Deceased Alumnae

Theresa Garneret Lenhard
Aldine McGuire McGuire
Bettyjane Frank Gannon
Elizabeth Colwell Beeny
Margaret “Marge” McGuire Coughlin
Mary Callahan Herbst
Helen M. Schichtel Mahoney
Alice Coccia Egan
Joyce Becker Rooney
Patricia Kimmitt Breidentstein
Mary Olive Wick
Elizabeth J. “Betty” Kennedy Eagen
Norma Schlehr Labuzzetta
Carol Jean Filsinger Voelker
Marilyn Strong Walker
Helen A. Stoddard Borowiak
Alice E. Muckler McDonnell
Almyra Rose Dunkle Tierney
Patricia “Patsy” Ann Crowley Hoodmaker
Mabel L. Batt Shanley
Helen Agnes Driscoll Grandy
Marie C. Sheehan Smith-Nixon
Joanne Fitzer
Mary Jane Trainor Myers
June Elizabeth Farr Underkoffer
Marcia McCarthy
Diane Attea Romance
Patricia A. Harrington Haug
Adrianne Spisiak Schmigel
Rita J. Grandits Willson
Diane K. Bless
Diane Mudd Senneff
Margaret S. Farrell Weeks
Laetitia C. “Tish” Cullen Bourke
Darlene B. Baranski Whelan
Patricia Becker Ryan
Mariellen Kearns Linder
Elizabeth A. Carney Lillis
Karen Anne Talty
Mary Pat Redmond Shatzel
Ann M. Daniels-Ulmer
Mary A. Friedman
Laura Sieckmann Reed
Katherine Pearl Ryan

1936
1939
1941
1942
1942
1942
1942
1943
1943
1945
1946
1947
1947
1948
1948
1949
1949
1949
1950
1950
1951
1951
1952
1952
1953
1954
1954
1955
1955
1955
1956
1959
1961
1962
1962
1963
1967
1970
1970
1974
1976
1979
1986
2008
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Contact Mount Mercy
Academy to experience
becoming a Mercy Girl
for a day!

EVENTS CALENDAR

Our Shadow Program
offers prospective
Mercy girls a chance to
experience what a typical
student’s day is like.

Mercy Honors Awards Dinner

Contact Molly Gasuik, Recruitment Manager, for more
information and to set up a Shadow Day!
716-825-8796 ext. 320 or mgasuik@mtmercy.org
or visit our website at mtmercy.org

Kick Off Party

Thurs., October 26th
Resurgence Brewery
Thurs., November 9th
The Creekside

Breakfast with Santa!

Sat., December 16th
Mount Mercy Academy

Buffalo Collective Night
Thurs., January 25th
Mount Mercy Academy

“Under the Big Top” Party

SAVE THE DATE!
The Catholic High School Admissions Exam is
Saturday, November 18th Sign up at mtmercy.org
Don’t forget to register for the
Admissions Exam Review Course!

Sat., February 10th
Mount Mercy Academy

Alumnae Gift Gathering Luncheon

Sat., March 3rd
Ilio DiPaolo’s
For information on any events please
visit our website at mtmercy.org

