
ate. Cherish the good times 
you have in high school but 
also keep your mind open 
to the prospects of your 
future.  
 Thank you to all of 
the people that make go-
ing to Mercy such a won-
derful experience. It 
wouldn’t be Mercy without 
you guys.   

 Friday, May 2nd  
was the last day for sen-
iors. In a tearful final as-
sembly, the class of 2014 
said goodbye to their 
days at Mercy and 
looked forward to their 
futures in college. As a 
senior myself, I want to 
take the time to address 
both my class and the un-
derclassmen. 
 To my fellow sen-
iors, thank you for all the 
wonderful memories we’ve 
shared together. This year 

especially, we’ve all gotten 
a lot closer, and as our time 
together draws to an end I 
wish all of you the best in 
your futures. We’ve all 
grown so much in the past 
four years, and thanks to all 
our wonderful teachers and 
the opportunities at Mercy, I 
know all our futures are full 
of possibilities.  
 To the underclass-
men, although you may not 
be thinking about senior 
year just yet, one day you 
will also be a Mercy gradu-

Getting Ready for Exams                      by Samantha Makowski 

 It’s May, which 
means final tests and pro-
jects are coming up.  If 
you’re anything like me, 
you’re probably stressing 
out at this point.  But not to 
worry, because half of the 
worries you’re feeling are 
for no reason at all.  Many 
of us are probably worried 
we aren’t familiar with the 
material we need to know to 
get a good grade, when in 
reality, we do know a lot of 
the information.  It’s natural 
to scare yourself into think-
ing you don’t know anything, 
but if you knew it before, 
with some more studying, 
you’ll be able to know it 
again.   
 Obviously the one 
way that is guaranteed to 
being success is to study.  
But with today’s technology, 
sitting down in front of a 

textbook all day may not 
work for everyone.  Fortu-
nately there are some other 
ways.  I personally hate 
studying, and I find it really 
hard to concentrate.  I find it 
easier and more fun when I 
have a study group.  My 
friends and I hang out and 
just go over our notes.  How-
ever, you have to make sure 
this plan will work, because 
it’s easy to give up the books 
and go to the mall or some-
thing.  I’ve made this mistake 
one too many times.  An easy 
way to deal with this is to set 
a goal.  Plan to get through 
a chapter or two, and then 
go to the mall or the movies.  
It’s better because you’ll be 
able to say you’ve accom-
plished something other than 
goofing off that day. 
 IT IS POSSIBLE TO 
OVERSTUDY!  I’ve done it 

before, and I’ll probably do 
it again.  It isn’t always easy 
to fix, however, because, 
like I said before, you may 
think you don’t know any-
thing so you’ll keep cram-
ming information into your 
head.  My suggestion is to 
pace your studying.  After 
you finish studying a certain 
section, don’t give yourself a 
headache and continue to 
reread the information until 
you pass out.  Take a break, 
and a while later, quiz your-
self.  If you know the infor-
mation then your studying 
techniques have worked!  If 
not, it’s okay.  You can al-
ways try asking to hear a 
different explanation of it, 
or come up with little hints to 
help you remember.  I’m not 
saying you shouldn’t study 
at all, but when you’re tired 
and fighting to keep your 
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eyes open, it’s time to put 
down the books. 
 Flashcards are 
great.  I know it sounds bor-
ing and time consuming, but 
they actually help you in two 
ways.  As you’re writing the 
information on a card, you’re 
helping yourself remember, 
and when you’re all done 
writing them, you can use 
them to study at any time.  
 These tips don’t ap-
ply to everyone, but I figured 
we all have to face an exam 
or two at least once this 
year, so why not help each 
other out?  But my number 
one tip?  Don’t stress out.  Just 
take the time you need to 
prepare, eat a good break-
fast or lunch, and be confi-
dent.  Some-
times, that’s the 
hardest part.  
Good luck! 



 Spirit Week 2014 
was a great success; there 
was hard work, laughter, 
and a lot of fun. The theme 
this year was Series, each 
day during the week was a 
different type of series, 
except for Monday and 
Friday. On Monday, eve-
ryone dressed up in their 
Mercy wear; Tuesday was 
movie series such as The 
Hunger Games or Harry 
Potter. On Wednesday, 
everyone dressed up as 
their favorite character 
from a book series like 
Divergent, and on Thursday 
the theme was TV series, 
such as Grey's Anatomy. 
Finally, on Friday every 
class dressed up in their 
class colors; the seniors 
blue, the juniors green, the 
sophomores pink, and the 
freshmen purple.  
 On Monday, we 
had our karaoke competi-
tion. Everyone presented 

their hilarious songs and 
dances. They sang about 
finally having snow days, 
absent excuses, and 
graduation. Everyone per-
formed extremely well. The 
seniors came in first place; 
the sophomores in second, 
the freshmen in third, and 
the juniors in fourth.  
 Tuesday, there 
was a showing of a movie 
after school. The food fight 
began on Monday and 
continued through Thurs-
day. There were also lunch 
games held on Tuesday. 
 Wednesday was 
the basketball game, the 
class with the most girls in 
attendance won spirit week 
points. Wednesday was 
also the lock in during 
which the classes had the 
opportunity to decorate 
their walls in the gym. 
 On Thursday, we 
had the big game, which 
consisted of an obstacle 

course and a quiz bowl.  
 Friday was the 
Miss Mercy competition. 
During this competition the 
classes picked a Miss 
Mercy and she performed 
a skit with some of her 
friends. The 2014 Miss 
Mercy winner was Haley 
Kempf, representing the 
seniors. Maia Johnson and 
the juniors came in second, 
Emily Roche and the sopho-
mores came in third, and 
Sheryl Little and the fresh-
men came in fourth place. 
After the competition the 
winner of spirit week was 
announced. The seniors 
won, the sophomores came 
in second, the freshmen 
came in third, and the jun-
iors came in fourth. 
 Spirit Week 2014 
was very successful and 
fun. Everything went 
smoothly and it was full of 
happiness and laughter! 

Spirit Week 2014                         by Molly Dedloff 

“The 2014 Miss Mercy 

winner was Haley 

Kempf, representing 

the seniors.”  



 Since springtime is 
one of the busiest and most 
stressful times of the year at 
Mercy, it’s only fair that the 
students are able to partici-
pate in fun events that will 
take their minds off of final 
exams and studying. For 
many, this is the time of the 
year that is most exciting, 
because of these special 
events and also because of 
the school year coming to a 
close. 
 Every year, Mercy 
has the annual freshmen/

sophomore trip on the day of 
the junior/senior prom. Both 
classes get a day away from 
their daily routines to partici-
pate in a fun trip. This year, 
the trip will be to a few dif-
ferent areas. The students will 
start their day out at Niagara 
Falls. The freshmen and 
sophomores will spend some 
of the day at the Falls, and 
then head over to Lockport, 
where they will be going in 
the Lockport Caves on boats. 
This year’s trip is different 
from what has been done in 

the past, and it is sure to be a 
fun day for the freshmen and 
sophomores! 
 Of course, a school 
year at Mercy would not be 
complete without the junior/
senior prom. Prom is one of the 
most anticipated events in 
many girls’ lives, so this is a 
very exciting time for the jun-
iors and seniors. Prom will be 
on May 16 at Briarwood 
Country Club. This year’s 
theme is “All of Me”, sharing 
its name with the popular song. 
Prom will be a very memora-

Seasonal Events                                by Hannah Luterek 

rectly). But at this point, it’s 
time to look a little deeper 
into schools. 
 Here at Mount 
Mercy, we are given ample 
opportunity to examine our 
options for after we gradu-
ate. A small college fair was 
hosted at the school in the 
early winter, mainly featur-
ing local colleges and those 
within a two hour radius of 
Buffalo. And on April 8th, all 
the juniors were given the 
opportunity to attend the 
college fair at the downtown 
convention center, where 
over 200 colleges from 
across the country (and even 
some from outside the United 
States) were present. We 
had the chance to speak to 
admission counselors and 
representatives, as well as 
collect a plethora of even 
more glossy brochures 
(though these were more de-
tailed than those typically 
sent in the mail). This was an 
excellent chance to discover 
colleges that some people 
may have been unfamiliar 
with and find out which 
schools offer programs and 
majors pertaining to one’s 
desired path of study.  
 In addition to having 
the colleges come visit you, it 
is also beneficial to go visit 

them. In my opinion, this is the 
most exciting part of the col-
lege hunt (road trip!) as well 
as the most important decid-
ing factor. You can have all 
the information and stats 
about a school, but what 
does it feel like? It’s the best 
way to get an idea of 
whether a college is a good 
fit for you. 
 Over winter break, I 
went on my first college trip 
to New York City. I visited 
four colleges- Pratt Institute, 
Marymount Manhattan, FIT, 
and Manhattan College. It 
was an exciting experience 
and while I was familiar with 
all of the schools, visiting 
definitely allowed me to bet-
ter gauge whether they were 
right for me. For example, 
Manhattan College sounded 
wonderful on paper but once 
I visited I found that I did not 
like it nearly as much as the 
other schools (but don’t rely 
on information from other 
people! Only you can decide 
whether you like a school or 
not). I have another visit to 
Syracuse planned and a trip 
to Pennsylvania coming up 
later in the year as well. 
 Not all college visits 
may be as far away as some 
of mine (then again, some 
may be much farther). Some 

Thinking About College                             by Abby Teibel 

 For upperclassmen, 
it is perhaps the most talked
-about topic of conversation. 
Whether talking with rela-
tives, family, friends, or your 
own peers; this inevitable 
question is sure to come 
up… “So what colleges are 
you looking at?” Some peo-
ple may jump right in with 
animated discussion about 
their top five choices and 
plans for the future, but for 
others, the question evokes 
sweaty palms and an imme-
diate increase in blood 
pressure. While most seniors 
have come to a final deci-
sion, juniors have only begun 
the perilous journey. But if 
you do it the right way it 
shouldn’t be nearly as scary 
as it is made out to be. 
 The mail has been 
coming in for a long time, 
brochures and pamphlets 
and letters from colleges 
and universities, all of which 
claim that you are the per-
fect fit for their school and a 
highly valued potential stu-
dent (even though they 
rarely spell your name cor-

may be as close as across 
the street from Mount 
Mercy, like Trocaire Col-
lege. But no matter the dis-
tance, if it’s at all possible 
it’s definitely worthwhile to 
visit the colleges you have in 
mind. Visiting doesn’t mean 
that you have to have a 
major in mind either. While 
this may help shorten your 
list of options, there are 
plenty of other things that 
should be an important fac-
tor in deciding on a college, 
such as size, location, and 
price. In fact many colleges 
have programs specifically 
designed for undeclared 
students. Once you visit, you 
may find yourself loving a 
college that you weren’t so 
sure about, or hating one 
that you had your heart set 
on. The important thing is, 
you’ll find out what schools 
you can picture yourself 
going to in just a few years 
and the next time someone 
asks you what colleges 
you’ve been looking at, 
you’ll be prepared with an 

answer. 

ble night for the juniors and 
seniors and they will be sure to 
look back on it fondly once 
their years as a high school 
student are over. 
 These special occa-
sions for Mercy students are 
sure to go well. They will be 
very fun for each class and 
once they’re over they’ll give 
each student a reason to look 
forward to next year! 



 On Saturday, March 
28th, I went and saw Diver-
gent at the Walden Galle-
ria. This was based off of 
the book of the same name 
by Veronica Roth. Since the 
book gained so much popu-
larity, it was a highly antici-
pated movie by hardcore 
fans of the three-part series. 
While there were certain 
things that bothered me 
about it, I thought it was a 
very well done movie over-
all. 
 The movie was very 
intense and had you at the 
edge of your seat during 
many parts. The effects 
made you feel like you were 

actually in the movie. It all 
looked so real. I think they 
did a great job with most of 
the actors. As a big fan of 
the book, I can say that many 
of the characters looked simi-
lar to how I pictured them 
while reading it. In my opin-
ion, they did a very good job 
portraying the character Eric 
(played in the movie by Jai 
Courtney). 
 While I thought it 
was a good movie, I read the 
book before seeing the film, 
as I mentioned earlier. As a 
big fan of the book, I must 
say that there were certain 
things that bothered me; they 
left out certain parts that I 

thought were significant to 
the story. I also think they 
could’ve done a better job 
with Tris (played by Shailene 
Woodley). While I thought 
she was a very talented ac-
tress, I pictured Tris looking a 
little more homely and plain. 
Many of the characters I also 
pictured looking a bit tougher 
and scarier, like Peter.  
 As I stated before, I 
thought it was overall a well-
done movie. I would proba-
bly recommend it to teenag-
ers. If you read the book, you 
are most likely going to like 
the movie. I would also rec-
ommend it to people who 
enjoy science fiction movies. 

Movie Review                     by Colleen Finn 

are back at it again this sum-
mer opening for One Direc-
tion on the Where We Are 
Tour. The thing that makes 5 
Seconds of Summer special is 
their great music, catchy lyr-
ics, and their spirited per-
formance on stage. She 
Looks So Perfect is their first 
EP released in America, the 
EP only has four songs on it 
but the boys are rumored to 

be 
coming 
out 
with a 
full 
album 
by the 
end of 
the 

year. 5 Seconds of Summer 
are currently on their first 
ever headlining North Amer-
ica tour before they head 
off with One Direction. The 
EP came out on April 1 and 
hit number one on iTunes 
within the first twenty four 
hours of being released. It’s 
available at Wal-Mart, Tar-
get, Amazon, and iTunes.  

 
“Sing” 

by Ed Sheeran 
 Sing was released 
on April 7 on iTunes and 
Amazon. Ed’s full album 
“X” or “Multiply” will be 
available on June 23, in 
recent interviews he’s spo-
ken about how he was 
hesitant at first about 
“Sing” 
since 
this 
album 
was 
com-
pletely 
out of 
his comfort zone and not 
really his style. Ed collabo-
rated with Pharrell Wil-
liams to create futuristic 
beats to blend with Ed’s 
strum-y sincerity and 
smooth voice. If this is any 
hint as to how the rest of 
the album is going to 
sound, it will definitely be 
a chart topper.  

New Music                        by Liz Salamone 

“Head or Heart” 
By Christina Perri 

 This is Christina 
Perri’s second full length al-
bum; it was released on 
March 28. The album is filled 
with a self-assured collection 
of memorable pop hooks 
and mature songwriting. 
Head to 
Heart shows 
off Chris-
tina’s wide 
range with 
her voice 
and music 
style. The 
album is available at Target, 
Wal-Mart, Amazon, and 
iTunes. 

 
“She Looks So Perfect” 

by 5 Seconds of Summer 
 5 Seconds of Sum-
mer is a band from Sydney, 
Australia, there are four 
members Luke, Michael, Ca-
lum, and Ashton. They all 
play their own instruments 
and have opened for One 
Direction on the Take Me 
Home Tour in 2013; the boys 



You’ve heard the 
old cliché about sunscreen, 
right? 

Probably good 
advice for some, but we live 
in Buffalo. Maybe we will 
require sun screen for one or 
two months out of the year. 
If we are lucky. For us, bet-
ter advice may be to “make 
sure you have a snow brush 
in your vehicle” or “always 
pack a winter coat,” or 
something of that nature. 

Cream, cars, and 

clothing aside, I would like 
to offer my advice for the 
Class of 2014. As you make 
your first, unsure steps out of 
the doors of Mercy, I would 
encourage you to remember 
a few things. 

First of all, always 
use your manners. “Please” 
and “thank you” will always 
be the difference between 
friendly and threatening, 
between good service and 
bad service, and between a 
positive first impression and 
a negative one. At some 
point in your life, you will 
work an “in-between job,” 
or a job that you will suffer 
through in order to get you 
from one place to the next. 
For most, this will be some 
sort of service job, whether it 
is food or retail. When it is 
your turn, do your best to 
maintain a positive attitude 
and remember that the ends 
will justify the means. When 
you are in the presence of 
someone who is currently 
putting in their time, cut them 
some slack. Remember that 
cold food is not the fault of 
the server. Yours is probably 
not the first cold food she 
has presented that day and 
she has probably been 
yelled at dozens of time 
before you entered her 
world. Remember that the 
sales person at the shoe 
store does mind bringing out 
twelve pairs of shoes, even 
if she says she doesn’t. For 

some, dream jobs come 
along and life gets better. 
For others, it doesn’t. Show 
gratitude to these people. 
Be polite. Say “please” and 
“thank you.” Even if you are 
the only one. 

Smile. There will be 
plenty of times in your life 
when you need a smile. 
There will be plenty of times 
in your life when someone 
around you will need a 
smile. Your first day of col-
lege or your new job will be 

scary and you will be look-
ing for a kind face among 
strangers. Always be that 
kind face for someone else. 

Use punctuation. 
When you are LOL-ing or 
BTW-ing, remember the 
period, or comma, or ques-
tion mark. When you are 
texting and hashtagging 
and social media-ing, use 
punctuation. It makes you 
seem intelligent. It makes 
lists much easier to under-
stand. So when you are 
“OMG so excited for prom 
summer college ice cream 
vacation” people will under-
stand that you will not be 
doing these things simultane-
ously.  Commas and periods 
give you time to pause. They 
allow you to complete a 
thought and keep one idea 
from jumbling into the next. 
Punctuation helps you to 
slow down. Don’t be afraid 
to slow down. In my experi-
ence, the most overused 
punctuation mark among 
teenage girls is the excla-
mation point!!!!!!!!! When life 
is exciting, use that exclama-
tion point and don’t ever let 
anyone to tell you to 
stop!!!!!!!!!!!!!! (However, if 
you’re writing an essay, use 
a period. Essays are never 
that exciting and college 
professors don’t like excla-
mation points). 

Don’t wear high 
heels if you cannot properly 
walk in them. The “duck 

walk” or the “unsteady shuf-
fle” is not attractive, nor 
does it exude confidence. If 
you do decide to wear 
heels, remember this mantra 
while walking: heel, toe; 
heel, toe. When you are 
walking down stairs, keep 
all of your weight on the 
balls of your feet and use 
the railing. Trust me, nothing 
says “bad first day” like 
tripping in the hallway or 
falling down a flight of 
stairs. 

To the Class of 
2014: I consider myself ex-
traordinarily lucky to have 
experienced your energy, 
gentility, leadership, pa-
tience, sense of humor, and 
intelligence. Do not ever 
hide any of these qualities. 
For anyone. For any reason. 
Women always have to be 
a little tough to be successful 
but tough and emotion-less 
are not the same thing. 
Sometimes being emotional 
and having passion are the 
same thing. Women are 
amazing because we can 
cry, laugh, fail, and hope all 
within the span of five min-
utes. Never forget the inse-
cure years you spent wear-
ing grey skirts and making 
dreams for the future. Al-
ways be the wide-eyed, 
freckle-faced innocent that 
believes that the world is a 
good place. It can be. You 
can be the difference. Be 
true to yourself and always 
be a woman of Mercy, how-
ever that is defined within 
yourself. Period. 

 

General Advice for the Class of 2014  

The Staff of the        
Merciette would like to 
congratulate the mem-
bers of the class of 
2014, especially our 
senior staff members: 
Isabella, Bethany, 
Emily, and 
Liz. 
 
Thank you 
for your 
years of 
service to Mercy, and 
especially the Merciette! 
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