English IV Summer Reading Assignment
I hope you enjoy the summer before returning to school in the fall.  Reading and reflecting on a good book is a great way to pass time over the summer and get you ready for the challenges of senior year.  You are required to read three books this summer.  They should be completed by the first day of school.
Required reading for English IV:
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· A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
· The Dressmaker of Khair Khana by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon
· The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

In addition to reading these books, you will complete a reading log; one writing response must be completed for each Summer Reading book.  Every student will submit their reading logs in a journal on the first day of English class.  
The log entries must be handwritten and kept in a composition notebook.  This will then become your journal for the rest of the year.  Do not hand in a binder, spiral notebook, or papers stapled together.
All work must be original!  You may not plagiarize or copy another student’s work.  It is important that you read the entire books and put effort into these journal entries!  Your grade for this journal will go into your first quarter grade.  It will be graded according to the guidelines that can be found on the following page.  By completing each entry, you will be well-prepared for the Summer Reading test given during the first week of school.
If you have any questions you may contact: 
Mrs. Leonard at mleonard@mtmercy.org  
See you in September!
Reading Log for English IV Summer Reading
Directions:  For each Summer Reading book, please complete a reading log.   Write in complete sentences using specific details where necessary.  Be sure to number each section as noted below and skip lines between the numbered sections.  Follow the directions for each assigned book. 
I. Reading Log for Rebecca
1) Title - Identify the title of the book.
2) Author - Identify the author’s name.
3) Publishing Date - Identify the year the piece was written.
4) Character – Choose one character and describe his/her qualities.  Also, include reactions of other characters towards him/her.
5) Setting – Describe the setting of the story.
6) Plot – Write a summary of the literary work in 250-400 words.
7) Theme – What is the message or life lesson the author is trying to reveal to the reader in the piece?
8) Personal Response – What connections can you make with the text and your own life?  (Think back to one part of the book that you related to the most.  How did you make a personal connection with this part?  Did it change your thinking about real life issues or events?)
9) Memorable Quotes - Select at least 3 quotes from the text that you consider memorable.  Copy each word for word, who said it, and to whom.  Write a statement explaining the significance of the quote in the story.
10) Values – Create a list of three values that the major characters possess.  Explain why you believe these characters hold these values highly.
II. Reading Log for Water for Elephants
After reading Water for Elephants, write a 1-2 page response discussing one of the following themes:  Love, Independence, Self-Worth, Illusion v. Reality, Acting on Emotions, or the Effects of Social Classicism.  Another option is to identify another theme from the novel that you found apparent.  Explain your interpretation of the theme and its significance in the story among its setting, characters, or events from the novel.  


III. Reading Log for A Thousand Splendid Suns, The Dressmaker of Khair Khana, or The Namesake
After reading one of the listed novels, write a 1-2 page personal response discussing the literary work.  Rate the book on a scale from 1-5, with 5 being the highest.  Justify your rating using specific examples from the novel.  What made you choose this book, as opposed to the others?  What did you learn from the book?  Think back to one part of the book that you related to the most.  How did you make a personal connection with this part?  Did it change your thinking about real life issues and events?  

Be sure to complete one log entry for each Summer Reading book.  Write your name and English IV on the front of your composition book and bring it with you the 1st day of English class.
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