
pop. The dance floor was 

full of people all night, 

and some teachers even 

danced!   

 The music was 

great, the ambiance was 

good, and the people 

were even better. The 

2013 Holiday Dance was 

a very successful and 

entertaining night! 

 On December 6th, 

Mount Mercy held its 

annual holiday dance.  It 

was a night of good mu-

sic, dancing, and fun. 

The dance was held in 

the gym, which was 

decorated beautifully by 

the student government 

with lights all around the 

gym and a Christmas 

tree in the corner.  There 

was a DJ that played 

songs like “Don’t Stop 

Believing” and “The Cu-

pid Shuffle.”  Over 100 

people were in atten-

dance! 

 If you were tired 

of dancing you could go 

into the photo booth with 

your friends and take 

funny pictures, or go and 

get a cookie and some 

 Due to anti-

consumerist sentiments 

among a growing portion 

of American youth, thrift 

shopping has been on the 

rise. Thrift shopping has 

many benefits, not only is 

it cheaper but is also envi-

ronmentally friendly since 

new clothes aren’t being 

manufactured. While thrift-

ing at a local Salvation 

Army can always be fun, 

often times it takes a lot of 

effort before finding some-

thing good. Second Chic, 

located on Elmwood down-

town, is a thrift shop that 

provides a more selective 

boutique. Instead of taking 

donated clothes, such as 

the Salvation Army, Sec-

ond Chic buys old items 

and re-sells them at the 

store. For this reason, the 

clothing at Second Chic 

tends to be more stylish as 

well as in better shape than 

options at the local thrift 

shop. Second Chic also has 

a lot of vintage options that 

have become increasingly 

fashionable.  

 Due to the better 

quality of clothing at Sec-

ond Chic, the prices tend to 

be higher than most Salva-

tion Armies, but are still 

significantly less than retail 

stores. Second Chic is a 

really cool place to shop, 

has a lot of good clothes as 

well as a good atmosphere. 

I highly recommend the 

store for avid thrifters, or 

even for those who never 

considered thrift shopping. 

Holiday Dance 2013               by Molly Dedloff 
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Did you make 

a resolution? 

The Arts                          by Hannah Luterek 

New Year’s Resolutions   by Samantha Makowski 

 Coming up 

with a New Year’s 

resolution is quite com-

mon, but how common 

is actually sticking to 

it?  We all know how 

hard it is.  You try eat-

ing healthier, but the 

chocolate and sweets 

are right there tempting 

you.  Or, you promise 

to try harder at your 

school work, but 

your phone is always 

right there, and a new 

episode is always on 

T.V.. The key to solv-

ing this problem is 

starting off by follow-

ing your resolution.  If 

you’re completely into 

it for the first couple 

weeks, it’ll become 

more like a habit, and 

soon enough, part of 

your daily routine.  

 Following your 

resolution earlier in the 

year will help it be-

come permanent in 

your life! Also, keep in 

mind how happy you’ll 

feel if you’re able to 

stick to it all year!  

You’ll feel better about 

yourself, and you’ll 

know how to tough it 

out for the next year. 

selves and draw. Art II 

students are working on 

self-portraits in black and 

white, basing theirs off of 

pictures of themselves. 

 Ceramics stu-

dents are working on 

sculpting busts of a per-

son of their choice; many 

students are sculpting 

celebrities.  

 The AP Art stu-

dents have more freedom 

with their portrait project 

because they can make 

theirs in the media of 

their choosing.  

 Many of these 

pieces will be in Mercy’s 

next art show, which will 

be ready in February. 

Until then, the art gallery 

is still showing pieces 

from the first art show, 

focused on still life, and 

is open every day. 

 Mercy’s art 

classes are all going 

into the second half of 

the school year with the 

same theme: portraits. 

All of the classes are 

working on portrait re-

lated projects.  

 Art I and Art II 

students are working on 

self-portraits. The Art I 

students are doing theirs 

in a pop art style, using 

mirrors to look at them-

Photos     
by Colleen Finn 



New Music                                         by Elizabeth Salamone 
        

“Somewhere 

Somehow” was 

released on 

December 16, 

We the Kings 

fourth album. 

The album 

originally was to be released under 

another name but the band wanted to 

keep the tradition of all their albums 

starting with the letter “S” (the only 

exception being their self-titled album 

in 2007).  

 “Somewhere Somehow” is 

filled with any different types of 

songs, including some with beautiful 

lyrics such as, “Just Keep Breathing”, 

and others with amazing beats like “I 

Like It” and “That Feeling”. A lot 

of fans have been waiting a long 

time for this album and it is finally 

here for everyone’s enjoyment. 

 “Somewhere Somehow” 

soared on its release day, ranking 

second on the iTunes charts. We 

The Kings will be on tour during 

March; tour dates are available on 

wethekingsmusic.com. 

“Somewhere Somehow” is only 

available on iTunes.  

 

 Released on December 13, 

Beyoncé’s fifth album came with 

no warning or publicity, which 

took everyone by surprise. This 

album is different from her previ-

ous work, critics saying its more 

provocative and unguarded.   

 The surprise album was an-

other thing to show Beyoncé’s “pop 

visionary” status to the world. It also 

showed how dedicated her fans are 

to the pop queen by taking her al-

bum to number one on the iTunes 

charts. This album is available on 

iTunes, Amazon, Target and Wal-

Mart.  

they haven’t! It was one of the best movies 

I have seen in a while. I have already rec-

ommended it to many of my friends and 

family members and they all 

loved it. I say that if you are 

reading this, you should see 

Catching Fire. It was a truly 

amazing movie. 

 The movie I saw over this Christmas 

break was Catching Fire. It was a highly an-

ticipated movie for many people. Usually, the 

second movie in a series is a bit worse than 

the first.  In my opinion, however, this one 

was better. I did read the books, but I was still 

on the edge of my seat the entire movie.  

 I would recommend this movie to 

anyone who has seen the first movie or even if 

Catching Fire                            Reviewed by Marissa Neubeck 

Satisfying Your Sweet Tooth                     by Abby Teibel 

“It was one 

of the BEST 

movies I 

have seen in 

a while!” 

 By this time, most people 

are finally out of Christmas cookies 

and are looking for some new sweets 

to snack on. These Oreo Balls will 

definitely satisfy your sweet tooth, 

and are even better to share with 

friends. They require little effort but 

the results are decadent, bite-sized 

pieces of deliciousness similar to 

gooey brownies or chocolate truffles. 

Directions 

1. Mix the cream cheese and cookie 

crumbs until blended.   

2. Shape into 48 (1-inch) balls. Freeze 10 

min. Dip balls in melted chocolate; place 

in single layer in 

shallow waxed paper-

lined pan. 

3. Refrigerate 1 hour 

or until firm. 

They are always popular at parties, but 

feel free to enjoy an entire batch your-

self!  

What You Need 

1 pkg.  (8 oz.) PHILADELPHIA Cream 

Cheese, softened 

36 OREO Cookies, finely crushed 

(about 3 cups) 

 4 pkg.  (4 oz. each) BAKER'S Semi-

Sweet Chocolate, broken into pieces, 

melted 
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